
Orders of Government

In Canada, law-making powers are divided between 
four orders of government. Here are some of their 
responsibilities:

Federal

Citizenship

National 
defence

The postal 
service

Provincial and territorial

Education

Hospitals

Natural 
resources*

*with some exceptions

Indigenous

Child and 
family 
services

Education

Health care

Municipal

Parks and 
playgrounds

Garbage, 
recycling and 
compost

Libraries

* The responsibilities of Indigenous and municipal governments can vary widely.

Find out more: learn.parl.ca
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