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be hereby authorized by this House to examine such
witnesses on oath or affirmation where affirination is
allowed by law.

Motion agreed to.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT.

Mr. DICKEY moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 37) to amend the Criminal Code,
1892. He said : This Bill proposes to amend
sections 179 and 180, with regard to immoral
literature and circulars issued with a fraud-
ulent purpose. The Act does not provide
that advertising or the sending of such cir-
culars by express shall be illegal. It is also
thought that a fine should be imposed as an
alternative to imprisonment. . The present
Bill is intended to supply these omissions.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first
time. :

CIVIL SERVICE ACT.
Mr. COSTIGAN moved :

That the House resolve itself into Committee
on  Thursday next to consider the following
resolution :—

* That it is expedient to amend the Civil Service Act,
and to provide for the appointment of a Civil Service
Board consisting of three members; two at salaries of
four hundred dollars per annum each, and one, who shall
be Supervisor of the Civil Service, at a salary on ap-
pointment of not less than fifteen hundred dollars, with
an annual increage of fifty dollars up to a maximum of
two thousand dollars.”

Motion agreed to.

PREFERENTIAL TRADE WITH GREAT
: BRITAIN.

Mr. McNEILL. Before the Orders of the
Day are called, Mr. Speaker, 1 desire to- ask
a question‘of the First Minister, of which I
have given private notice, whether it is the
intention of the Government to endeavour
to secure the co-operation of the other Brit-
ish "colonies in urging upon the Imperial
Government the adoption of a policy of pre-
ferential trade between the Empire. If so,
how soon will the Government take steps to
secure such' co-operation, and what are the
iibeps‘) the Government have in contempla-

on ?

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. It is the inten-
tion to invite the co-operation of the other
colonies and to call their attention to the
movement in Canada in that direction as
soon as possible.

© WAYS AND MEANS—THE BUDGET.
Mr. FOSTER_moved:
That the House resolve itself into Committee to

consider the Ways and Means for raising the Supply

to be granted to Her Majesty.

He said : In rising to move that the House
go into Committee of Ways and Meauns, it be-
comes my duty, in the first place, to make, as
briefly as I possibly can, consistent with plain-

ness, a statement of the operations of the pre- |

ceding year, and of the current year, so far as
’ Mr. SPROULE. '

we have overtaken it. In doing so, I de-
sire, without further ceremony or prelude,
to state that in March last, when I had the
honour of making my financial statement in
this House, I estimated that the revenue
which would accrue during the year would
be as follows :—

Customs. .........c.oeeienunnnn $20,500,000
Excise.... ... .. .. .. 7,900,000
Miscellaneous. ... ... ....... 8,265,000

Total ..... ... $36,665,000

The actual receipts were as follows :—

Customs..... ..... . $20,501,069
Excise. ... ....... 7,945,097
Miscellaneous. .. ......... .... 8,475,715

Total............ov ... . $36,921,871

showing a very slight excess of $1,059 in
Customs; an increase of $45,097 in. Excise, and
an excess of $210,715 in Miscellaneous. So
that, whereas the total estimate for that
period was $36,665,000 the total receipts were
$36,921,871, being an excess of receipts over
estimnates of $256,871. The following were
the receipts during the preceding year of
1890-91 :—

$23,399,300

Customs....... «...oviuiieinnn
Excise .......... ... ,914,850
_ Miscellaneous.............. ... 8,265,160
Cotal.. .. . $38,579,310

This shows a decrease in Customs receipts
during 1891-92, as compared with 1890-91, of
$2,808,241 ; an increase in Bxcise of $1,030,247.
and an increase in Miscellaneous of $210,555.
or a total of receipts in 1891-92 of $36,921,871.
as compared with a total of $38,579.310 in
1890-91, showing a total decrease of $1,657,439.
In the case of the following articles we have .
‘eceived increased Customs duties ¢

Ale, beer and porter. .. ., ..... $ 27,136
Animals, iving............. . .- 2,319
. Books, periodicals and other print-

ed matter .. . .......... ... 15,410
Candles. .. . vuoiiriieininn . 1,252
Carriages . ... ..cocven vvvnennn 50,766
Carpets. .... ..... cieeiieninns 11,740
Cement...... .oocove i nuians 1,162
Coalandcoke......... ........ 13,408
Drugs, dyes, chemicals and medi-

CINGBS. .o v iveeivr s 31,523
Earthenware and china..... ..... - 37,228
Fancy goods. .. ...vvevnavi nnns . 34,452
Flax, hemp and jute, manufactures

of . ... e 25,916
Fruits, green. ....... ........... 41,511
Furs and manufactures of ........ 20,847
Glass “do ... 9,388
Gloves and mitts .... .. ....... 7,636
Gold and silver, manufactures of. . 3,655
Gun powder and other explosives. 5,565

Tron and steel, manufactures of. .. 70,979
Lead, and manufactures of........
Leather, and manufactures of ...
. Metal, compogition and others. ... 5,835
Oil?, coal, kerosere, and products

Of i 33,821
Packages.. ..... . .. ... 2,583
Paper, and manufactures of.. .. 21,564
Printing presses. ... ...-..covov.e 2,702
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Seedsand roots ... ............ $10,900 Gutta percha and India rubber,
Soapof allkinds................. 4,702 manufactures of ..... .......... $43,461
Spirits and wines upon which an Hats, capsand bonnets......... . 18,318
increase of Customs duties was Jewellery............ e 12,510
placed ...t 12,874 Musical instruments. 3,320
Varnish ... .... ... ..o 2,719 Oils, all other, NES............. 10,955
Vegetables ..... ............... 9,247 Oilcloth.. ....ovvvii e ,207
Wool, and manufacturesof........ 132,214 Pickles, sauces and capers of all
All other dutiable goods. . . .. ... 165,204 kinds.............. e 2,490
‘ Butter, cheese, lard and meats 101,753
And from the following articles decreased Eia;l.t ..... i veein Ad e o ;.g{
fos y i . Ships and vessels and repairs on. . y
duties were received : ) gilk, ma.fnulflaf{tm;s of .iiiiiin... M,g‘i;)
= pices of all kinds ...... ........ 4,
gr:’:‘i’ 2’“&1 manufactures of....... $ 1%3’?;? Stone, and manufactures of....... 16,815
'Bgck:a‘; St 11,963 v %}ugfu of all kinds.... ......... 3,063,3(6*25
""" Molasses . ............. .... .. , 04
81%’5: and clock springs.......... ll’ig‘,}l Sugar candy and confectionery.... 16,461
Coffee, and manufactures . 20,709 T snd mamifuckurea of,. 1 21
8::””;’0‘;'?51“1‘(’;33?“““3 of : 23’?% 'Iv‘\(f)baclfo’ a.nc:1 manufaf/ctures of..... ;)g,lsossé
: . PP I SRR d Vatches, and partsof.... ....... ,
E’ei d";idt%’:es’ nut otherwise pro- 13,715 Wood, and manufactures of ... 10,888
Fish, and products of ¥ 2,935 Coming to Excise, the changes are consider-
Fruits and nuts, dried............ 3,440 able, as shown by the following table :—
1890-91. 1891-92.
1890-91. 1891-92. — —
— - — Duty Duty Increase.
Quantity. | Quantity. | Accrued. | Accrued.
" Spirits........ e e e e 2,708,841 2,678,973 | $3,644,191 | $3,873,801 $329,610
1 2 Lbs.| 57,909,201 | 46,425,882 588,593 928,517 339,924
Cigars. .....oooivie civnn e ~..1101,117,080 | 104,521,493 605,017 623,952 18,935
Cigarettes.............oouvinnitnn _...] 36,066,601 | 40,147,200 54,737 62,933 | 8,196
Tobacco and snuff... ......... ..... Lbs. 9,688,643 9,872,166 1,869,895 2,356,904 487,009
' 6,662,433 7,846,107 1,183,674

The increased duty in spirits, as shown
above, is due to the increased Excise placed
upon them. 'The per capita consumption ot
Excise articles—the average of the whole
' country—has been always given, and I give it
here as well : :

— Spirits. | Beer. | Wine. |Tobacco

Gals. | Gals. | Gals. | Lbs. -

Average for 1867| 1-134 | 2-739 139 [ 2-130
do 1890-91) 7451 3'790 111 | 2292
do 1891-92¢ © ‘701 3516 101 2291

Generally, with regard to these different
jitems of the revenue, it may he interesting
for the House to know that, comparing
1891-92 with 1889-90, taking the full years
before and after the increase and re-
duction of duty respectively, the imports
in 1891-92 were $116,978,043, against $112,-
765,584 in 1889-90. But the duty accruing
last year was only $20,550,581, as compared
with $24,014,908 in 1889-90. Thus, though the

imports for _home consumption last year as

-

compared with the ~years 1889-90, were
$4,213,359 greater, the duty collected was
$3,464,327 less, or, in round figures, the Cus-
toms taxes were three and a half millions of
dollars less than in 1889-90. The per capita
Custoins burden in 1889-90 was $5.01, and in
1891-92 $4.25, being a reduction per head in
the burden of taxation of 76 cents. The
duty per cent of dutiable and free goods in
1889-90 was 21.21 ; last year it was 17.56, a ~
reduction of 3.65 in the rate of duty. It is
as well to state here In carrying this a
little further, that the total duty collected in
1891-92 from Customs was smaller than in the
year 1882 by one and one-fiftth millions, than
in 1883 by two and one-half millions, than in
1887 by twe millions, and than in 1889-00 by
three and one-half millions of dollars, show-
ing that the contention is true that the pre-
sent Government, in the furtherance of its
policy, is from year to year materially re-
ducing the taxation of the country. In making
the changes in the tariff in June, 1891, I es-
timated a loss upon the average consumption
of sugar of $3,500,000 in our revenue. 1
estimated a gain from the Excise duties of
$500,000 on malt, $600,000 on spirits and
$400,000 on tobaccos. But the increase has
not come up to the extimate. The increased
gain in malt was $339,924, in spirits $329,-
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610. In tobacco the estimate was exceeded.
‘Whereas the estimate was $400,000, the in-
crease has been $514,140. The total increase
from these higher Excise duties was $1,183,-
674. In order to meet these higher Excise
duties to some extent, the duties on i-nports
of these articles were slightly increased.
The result was not to increase the revenue,
for, although we received an increase in ale
and porter of $27,136, and in spirits and
wines of $12,874, we had a decrease in im-
ported tobaccos of $56,308, so that the total
decrease in Customs amounts to $16,298 so
far as these increases were concerned.
Therefore, as regards the increases and losses
which were -estimated, the revenue has
gained less from the impositions upon malt

and spirits, and we have lost more than I’

have estimated by taking -off the duties
upon sugar, on account of the increased con-
sumption as shown by the following table:

StcAR CONSUMPTION.

|
f !
Year Lbs. Value. Duty
: $ o
188R-84. .. ....... 223,841,171 5,837,895/ 3,675,724
1889-90... ...... 174,045,720) 5,186,1568| 2,851,547
1890-91.......... 197,163,019, 5,005,397 3,138,894
1891-92. ... ... 345,418, 485! 9,082,523 77,8928

The figures indicate a consumption ' as
per customs. returns for 1891-92 of an
average of about 70 pounds for ecuch
man, woman and child in the Dominion.
So that if we had kept the same taxation
upon the sugar for 1891-92 which ruled in the
preceding year, instead of $77,828,we should
have got $5,418,918. That is to say, at the
same rate of consumption, we have actually
removed from the taxation of the country
five and one-third millions of dollars.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Why didn't you do
that ten years ago ? :

Mr. FOSTER. Don't be in too great a
hurry ; always make haste slowly. Deduct-
ing ‘one million dollars of Excise which we
added and which accrued from the increased
Excise duties, the net decrease in taxation
was four and one-third millions of * dol-
lars, which amounted to 90 cents per
head of -the total population. Now, it
is fair to say that if the remission
had not been made it is not probable that
the consumption would have been quite so
high, for the cheaper the product the greater
the consumption ; that is notable in the case
of tea and sugar, and articles of that kind. It
is, however, true that in taking off the duties
upon raw sugar- we have remitted to this
country, upon an actual necessary consump-
tion of sugar, an amount of money in the
neighbourhood of $5,000,000 during the last
year. While on that point it may be just
as well to make a statement in order tv

Mr. Foster.
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| contrast the two policies, in order to meet

to a certain extent, an assertion which is often
heard, that the system of taxation and the
amount of taxation as it bore upon -certain
classes. was less under the administration of
our predecessors than under our own. Let
me add this further statement: that we
collected on coffee in 1892, $7,177; but if the
same duties had been paid upon the coffee
consumed in this country last year as was
placed upon coffee under  the preceding ad-
ministration, instead of the people having
paid $7,177 they would have paid $66,746.
Duty on tea was last year paid to the amount
of $8,265. 1If the same rates of duty had -
been pald last year as were paid under the
preceding administration the country would
have paid -on the same consumption of tea
$1,266,233 instead of $8,265. ‘In the matter
of rice, which is also the poor man’s food,
we paid last year $80,762 ; but if the duties
in force under the preceding administration
upon the article of rice had been paid last
year, instead of that amount the people would
have paid $229,820. In sugar, as I have
stated, the duty of 1892 was about $77,000,
whereas under the rate of taxation existing
under the preceding administration, the duty
paid would have been $4,438109. That is

| to say, on these four articles alone, coffee, tea.

rice and sugar, the country paid last year
$172,463 ; under the rate of taxation, upon
a similar consumption, of the preceding ad-
ministration, they would have paid $6,000,905.
Under the two rates of taxation the savings
to the people in these articles alone last year
was $5,828,442. There is no dispute that in the
case of every one of these articles every
dollar of that taxation would have come
out of the pockets of the consumer, because
it is upon materials which are not grown in
this country. With reference to receipts
from Miscellaneous, I may say that last year
they —were the largest since Confederation.
amounted to $8,475,714, as against $4,533,073
in 1878, $4,075,907 in 1873, and $1,978,247 in
1867 ; that is, the increase In earnings from
1867 to 1873 amounted to $2,088,660 ; in 1878

.the earnings further increased by $457,166 ;

in 1892 they had increased over 1878 by
$3,942,641, an increase of 87 per cent. I
come now to speak for a few moments of the
expenditures for the last year. The estimated
expenditure in March last was $36,650,000; the
actual expenditure was $36,765,894, an increase
over the preceding year of $422,327 on Con-
solidated Revenue Account alone. The in-
creases, as will appear from the following
table, took place in the following items of
expenditure :—

Interest on Public Debt..... ... $ 179,841 -
Sinking Funds....... C e 89,782
Administration of Justice.... ... 24,130
Legislation....... . ..... .. ... 706,389
Arts, ‘Agriculture and Statistics. . 16,315
Quarantine.......... ........... 2,839
Superannuation .. ...... ....... 12,569
Railways and Canals (Consoli-

dated Fund)................... 20,649
Lighthouse and Coast Services. ... 11,042
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Pisheries. ... ..o 0 ... .. 510,403 . asserted. and it cannot be proved, as the
Scientific Institutions. ... ..., ‘g,ﬂ‘gq : statement is often made, that this Govern-
ETE:;‘::{-* to provinees.. 33- é;‘q' ,ment is rolling up the yearly expendiiures of
SO e e o1 219 - the country. On the contrary. they have been
Excise oo 21,812 N .
Post Office ... . 154,444 kept at a dead level, and but for the
‘abnormally long session of last vear.

On the other hand, in the following items:
there have been decreased .expenditures :—-

Charges of Management. ... ... .. S 8,674
Preminun, Discount and Exchange 693,450
Civil Government ... 9.113
Penitentiaries, ... ... .. .. 8,269
Prmgravion ..o L 3,440
Pensioms . . . ... ... 11.393
Militie o0 L L 13,205
Mounted Police ... . . 39,045
Public Works (Consolidated Fund) 309,694
Mail Sabsidies and  Steam-ship
Subventions, ... ..o oL 47.919
Ocean and River Service .. .. 2091
Marine Hospitals. o000 o000 00 L 1.065
Creolowical Survey (o, L 3.202
Indans.. .~ o0 o0 oo 43,169
Government of  the  North-west
Tervvitovies . . ... .. L. 4,468
Miscellimeons . o000 0L 17.008
Wetrht= and Measures and tias 3,331
Culhng Timber ... L. 2 456
Adulteration of Fowd .0 ... . 1,337
Public Werks jeollection) . ... . . 65,193
Railwaysand Canals tcollectioni. . 167,634
Dominion Lands. ... ... ... 25.67H

Account last year, when taken from the total:
revenue of last year, left a small but eon--
venient surplus on that accounrt, oi $:155,977.
The increase, as I have said, over and above
the preceding year’s expenditure on that ac-
count, was $422327. But the total increaxe, .
and more nearly double the tot:l increase, .
was due solely and entirely to he increased,
cost of legislation, owing to the almnormal;
lepgth of last session. Last year we paid for:
a session of Parliament of 219 days, at a
cost of §1,302,876. The preceding vear, which .
was also a longer session than usual, we paid:
for 155 days, to the amount of $596,486. Tak- '
ing the preceding year as an abnormally long !
session, and deducting its cost from the ses-
sion of last year, we find. as I have said, that'
the increase was $706.390; that is. the in-:
creased expenditure and $300,000 in addition. !
were due entirely to the abpoormal length of
the session, over which, of coursz, the Gov-!
erpment had no control, and for which we*
are bound to maintain that the Government .
gave no occasion. Taking the expenditure!
for a series of years, from 1887-83 down. we:
find the following facts : The total expen:li-|
ture on Consolidated IFund in 1887-8y, wus|
336,718,494. The average of the five years fol-
lowing that priod was $36,547,964. Last year
it was $36,765,894. So that it may be stated
broadly tiat from 1S87-88 up to the present
time, there has been almost a dead levol of
expenditure on Consolidated Fund Account,
and that this year, but for the abnormal
length of the session, would Lave shown a!
decrease to about $36,000,000, or a decrease
from 1887-88, of $700,000. Under this state

: penditure on
“count, let us see what wuas the result of

of facts it cannot be contended, as it is often

would have shown a decided decrease over
4 period of six years. Leaving the ex-
the Consolidated TFund Ac-

the expenditure on capital account for ihe
last year. Taking it in brief, I find that on
capital acconnt, excluding railway sulisidies.
we spenf last year $2,165,700. as against
$3.115.859 in the preceding year, a saving in
expenditure, or a lessening in expenditure for
last year over the preceding year in that ve-
ganl. of ¥930,153. Taking in the railway sub-
sidies and treating that expenditure as on
capital account .we spent last year $3,413.915
as against $4.381.564 in the preceding year. u
saving in this expenditure of nearly $1,000.000
as compared with the preceding year. The

~course ot tha capital account since 1887-S8 has
: been continuously downward, commencing
“in that year with an expenditure of $4.437.-
460 ; in the second year, 1SSS-89. £4.420.313 :
“in thoe third year, 1889-90, £4,053.150 ; in 1890-
(01, $3.115,860 ;
faverage of these five years being $3.6:8.446,
The actual expenditure on Consolidat:«l IFund

in 1891-92, $2,165,700, the
the expenditure for the last yvear coming
bencath the average of the last five years by
$1,472,796, and being less than the «xpend-
ture of 1887-8S by $2.271,7¢0. Taking the ex-
pendifure on Counsolidated Fund Account and
the expenditure on capital account, we find
this state of things: that whereas the ovir-
expenditure on the first was $422:27. the
under-expenditure on the second was $967,-
649, making the total expenditure on Cousoli-
dated Fund and capital account. last vear.
§345,322 less than the preceding year. thus
again substantiating the fact that the ex-
penditures of this country are year by year
diminishing instead of growing larcer. With
respect to the debt of the country, it will be re-
membered that for two or three years I have
been  able to  chronicle a very small
addition to the debt. I am not able to do
that this vear. Having taken off the largo
revenue which acerued from sugars, and hav-
ing offset that only by about once-thirl of its
loss; we have had less surplus to draw
from for our ecapital expenditure, and
consequently had to meet a larger amount of
capital expenditure out of lLorrowings.
whereas in 1889 the net debt was $237,530.-
041. in 1890 $237,533,211. in 1891 £2:37.809,030,
in 1892 it rose to $241.131,434, heing an in-
crease over the preceding year of $3,322.404.
But this increase in the debt is more appai-
ent than real, which will appear from these
considerations.  Of 11hay increase, $)370.000
arose from the cancelling of the North Shore
Railway bonds. which before this year stood
as assets for the country, although they pro-
duced no revenue, and although, under the
peculiar arrangement which was made, they
could have by mno possibility produced
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-
revenue in years to come. They bave|only have kept the debt from increasing. but
been written  off.  That adds to the{we would have diminished the total net
increase’ of debt the amount of $970,000, | debt of the country by about $2,000,000.
which, as I have said, is apparent!So that my promise made at that time, was
and not veal. so far as ary benefit to the jupcn the set of circumstances then existing,
country as a producing asset is concerned. | apd that it has not been literally fulfilled this
Then. again, we went last vear on the market | year is because the Government thought it
for a loan, and, as the hon. gentleman who : better to remit this enormous amount of
sits opposite me knows, loans, if they are put ' taxation to the people of to-day. and to make
on the English market at low rates of interest, - the people of future vears pay their proportion
sell at a discount. The loan that was put on : of the amount that was necessary for the
the market last year was at 3 per cent, and, | capital works of the country. over and above
although under all the circumstances it real-i what we can spend and spare of current
ized more than we could have expected, and ; revenue. As to the receipts for the current
although, in comparison with all other coun-{ year, I find that from July of last year to
tries secking money last year we stood in the : 31st January of this year. the income has
vantage ground, with the exception of Great been $21,772,600, as compared with an in-
Britain herself, which has. of course. great!come last vear of $20.716.451. That is an
advantages, we yet sold that loan at a dis- |increase in receipts of about $1,000.030, as
count, and the amount of the discount became ; compared with the last vear. Last year. we
an addition to the capital account in the shape 'received in the second half of the year $£14,-
of an addition to our debt. It is, however, : 205,420. If we receive that same sum this
as I have said, more apparent than real. If it-year, which is a little doubtful. the whole
had been put on the market at the rate of &, revenue of the country will amount in the
per cent, there would have been no discount, present year to a little more than £38,000.000.
and there would then have been no debit to the The expenditure of the present year., up to
capital acecount of the country. We would have - 31st January. is $19.180.803.  The expenditure
paid the same in the end, but it would have for the same period last vear was $19,817,325.
been paid in the increased yearly interest,  The expenditure in the last five months of
which would have come out of the Consoli-  the last year was $16.948,562. If the same
dated Fund and not have been charged to cap- rate of expenditure is observed during the
ital ;. but the discount on the loan, as the last half of this year, we shall have expended
discount on all loans, has been charged to : $36,500,000, or thereabouts ; but I am not at
capital account. and so adds, as I have said. all certain that the same rate of ¢xpenditure
$1,122,541 to the apparent increase of debt on can be observed. We are, for instance, to
capital account. With these explanations, pay additional interest upon our loans;: we
which are meant simply to explain and mo@- are to pay, I do not know how much, but a
ify. but not at all to do away with the fact pretty round sum, for titting up the quaran-
which appears in our accounts, and which ;tine facilities of the different ports of the
will always appear in our accounts, we have | country ; and these two amounts. as will
added $3.322404 to our debt during the past. appear from the Supplementary Estimates.
vear. It is important that, in the interest of soon to be brought down, will swell by a
truth. the explanations should go along with very considerable amount the calculated
the statement. They are meant to do just what ; expenditure of the current year in its last
they are meant to do and no more, to explain ‘ half beyond what was the expenditure ‘during
but not to palliate. It will be remembered the last half of last yvear.
that three or four years ago I made the state-* ; ARD C. - Thocn
ment that I thought we had reached the time: ﬁflgesRI? ngpposec‘&ﬁtgwﬁg("gm the rh%elbc';
when we should call a halt as regards the: Jffnum"y 9 roe weE
increase of the debt of the country, and that. *

I thought I saw from that point of time the Mr. FOSTER. Yes. Then again. we are
possibility of raising our revenues without in-' spending more heavily on capital account
creased taxation, and mceting therefrom the for the purpose of finishing our canals. The
necessary services of the country, of laying up: Sault Ste. Marie Canal, which was begun
the yearly amount for the sinking fund, and of about a year and a half ago, is being pushed
making a fair capital expenditure year by forward to completion with all possible
year, and of accomplishing that without add- speed, so that, during this year, the expendi-
ing to our debt. That promise or that pro- ture will far exceed the expenditure of last -
phecy was literally fulfilled up to the past.year. All these things make me cautious about
year. It could not be fulfilled after that, be- : giving a forecast as to the result of the vear,
cause we took millions of dollars from our.at this early period in the year. However, I
revenue in remitting the taxation upon raw:think I may say this : That we will, ont of
sagar, which changed the aspect of affairs,:the current income of the present year, pay
and consequently we had to draw on loans : all expenditures on account of Consolidated
for a certain amount of our capital expendi- Fund and have a good balance to apply to
ture. If, however, we had kept the duty on capital account ; whether or not it will meet
sugar, instead of having had this increase to i the whole of the capital expenditure upo:
the capital debt of the country of which I canals I cannot at this period of time say.
have just spoken, we would. from the revenue . This much is gratifying, that for seven
which would have accrued from sugar, not months of the year, however, the revenues

Mr. FosTER.
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so far, are nearly $1,000,000 greater than they
were during the corresponding period of last
yvear ; while the expenditures up to the
_ present time are considerably less than during
the corresponding months of last year. It
is not mnecessary for me to explain to the
House—the House is well aware of it already
—that in order to meet the extra expenditure
upon capital account. and to take up the
temporary loans which had been running,
a loan had to be put upon the British market.
That is fulls explained in the Public Accounts,
and it has also been explained to the House.

Rir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It is not
very fully explained, in one point ; you do not
state the allowances that were made, what
the loan actually netted.

Mr. FOSTER. That is stated in the ac-
counts. .

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Not in
detail.

Mr. FOSTER.

detail, as the items very seldom are. How-

ever. suffice it to state that a loan was put:
on the market for £2.250,000 ; that the price .
fixed was £01, and that the realization was'

£92 0s. 10,d. The loan was subscribed
three times over or more ; but what was a
more gratifyving feawure of the last loan was

this : that the number of individual subscri-:
bers to the loan was very much greater than .
in any former experience of loans that we,

have put upon the British market. The
applicants numbered about 420, as com-

pared with 367 for the issue of the £4.000,000
loan in 1888. a loan which was nearly twice -

as large. ‘That. I think. shows a widened

public interest in the financial affairs of Can- |
ada, and an increased confidence in the securi-
ties that Canada puts upon the British market. !

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. If the

hon. gentleman had the particulars it would:

be a convenient time to state them.

them on the Table later.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 have not the particulars
at hand ; but I can tell my hon. friend. in
brief, what they are. We paid to tho:e
who negotiated the loan the exact com-
niissions which were laid down in our con-
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The items may not be in |

They :
were usually stated on such an occasion by :
his predecessors. If he has not he might lay:
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"always done, one-quarter per cent. There
; were no charges outside of that, except slight
amounts for printing and the like.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
Pwere your allowances ;
| made payuble ?

| Mr. FOSTER. Was that not detailed in the
Public Accounts ?

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
| see it.
- Mr. FOSTER. 1 do not remember the
tdiscount terms just mow, but I will bring
it down. It was nothing more than the
; spreading of the loan and the usual discount.
"1 desire for a moment to call the attention
tof the House to the improvel con-
dition of things, so far as indicated
' by the savings of the country, ana tha posi- .
' tion of the Savings Banks. It will be within
{ the memory of the House, that on the 1st
! Qctober, 1889, the new Order in Councid weni
into force which reduced the interest alloved
i on deposits in the Savings Banks from 4 per
ccent to 3. per cent. That, and perhaps
other causes, led to an increase in the
amount of withdrawals from the Savings
: Banks, which will be shown when I read the
i balances in the different years. On the 3uth
I June. 1889, there was a balance of S4Z.-
OO6.357. On the 30th June., 1890, that
balance had decreased to $41.012465 ; and
in 1891 it had decreased to $39,400,026 ; be-
ing a total decrease during these two years,
of £3,556,330 as regards the Savings Banks
alone. In 1892 matters began to mend, and
that year shows an increase in the total bal-
ances in the Savings Banks of §129,521; a
small increase but upon the right side. How-
ever, the six months of the current year show
an increase in the balance of $443,210, which
‘at the same rate would be equivalent to
i pretty nearly $1,000,000 during the year.
“which shows that ihe tide has turned, so far
as the deposits in the Savings Banks are
concerned. that the drain upon them has
ceased and has turned into an increasing sur-
i plus. As regards the total savings, as shown
- by the deposits in the different Government
! Savings Banks, in the chartered banks, in
"the City and District Savings Bank and in
i La Caisse d’Economie, they amounted on the
cvarious dates named to the following

What
when wias the loan

[ did not

tract. We paid to the brokers, as we had ' figures :—

; I i
i 30th June, | 30th June, 30th June, 30th June, 'lst December,
- i 1878. ! 1888. 1801, 1892, 1892,
: ! 8 ctsl §  ctsl $  cts. 8 cts. 8 cts
Post Office Savings Banks. . ... | 2754484 03 | 20,689,032 62 | 21,738,648 09 | 22,208,401 65 : 22,891,074 45
Dominion o LU 57320520 32 | 20,682,025 61| 17,661,378 07 | 17,231,145 98 | 17,081,682 47
Chartered Banks :— ? !
Deposits by public payable | '.
ondemand.... .......... ! 85,090,234 00 | 50,331,413 00 | 59,383,409 00 ; 65,611,678 00 | 68,694,266 00
After uotice or fixed date....! 29,979,041 00 | 62,529,285 00 | 83,249,806 00 95,331,100 00 | 101,526,186 060
: : 31st January,
-City and District Savings Bank, ; L R j 1893.
and La Caisse d’Economie...! 5,631,172 00 | 10,175,292 00 | 10,982,231 00 12,236,099 00 © 12,904,195 55
i ;
Totals.. ..... ..... | 79,197,510 35 {164,707,048 23 193,015,472 16 1212,708,424 63 ; 222,997,404 47
Increases .. ceve cvve viee - .. TEPETRRIP 85,509,537 35 | 28,308,324 93 | 19,682,952 47 : 10,288,979 84
: ’ ! _ {for 6 months).
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These figures show that the normal increase

in the geéneral savings of the country, as de-

nominated and defined in the deposits in
these different banks, is maintained. I now
come, for a moment. to speak of the com-
merce of the country during the past year.
I am not going into the internal or domestic
commerce or trade of the country, because,
first, of the time that it would take., and,
secondly, because, I am sorry to say, of the
unfortunately defective statistics which we
have with reference to our internal trade.
That is found in every country. It is prob-
ably found in our country now more than it
will be in the tuture. for I sincerely hope,

and I believe it will be found to be the fact.
Minister of Trade and Com-:
merce will devote himself particularly to
the task of devising some method of obtain--

that the new

ing statistical information. whereby the
country shall be apprised of that most im-
portant of all the branches of its national
life, its internal commerce and production.
Howerver, if we can judge from signs which
come to the surface. the internal commerce
of the country, during the past year. has
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‘kept in advance of that of the preceding
vear and maintained a fair percentage
of increase. Taking our railway returns,
which are a fair index, and our returns of
shipping and tonnage, which are also a fair
index. they both show a considerable increase
in 1891-92 over the preceding year. The
railways show an inereas@ in the miles oper-
ated of 578, in the passengers carried of
364,697, in the tons of freight carried of GG1.-
061, and in the freight earnings of N3.,534,-
751. This shows that freight has been car-
ried in increasing quantities. and that. there-
i fore, there must have been an inereased
"trade. As regards water-borne freight, we
find a small. but. at the same time. satistac-
tory. percentage of increase. But it ix when
we come to the foreign trade of the country.
where our statistics are fairly extensive and
reliable, that we find the largest increase as
indicated by the figures to which I shall ask
the attention of the House. In view of the
controversies which have been going on in
regard to this subject, I have thought it well
te present the tigures of foreign irade fop
1878, 1891 and 1862 :

Percentigte ! Perevutae

; l-Q‘-S ' ]t“!’l. 1:‘.“2‘ “f ]u\.”l Uf ]\:fr_’
.1 , OVveyr Ve p
: : INTS. IROR
i
i
FExports... . ... ... 79,323,667 O3 417,206 1 118,963,375 24 il
Total imports. . oo L b 3,080,787 119967 638 | 127 406,068 usd 6l
Total trade ... ... e e P1T2405,404 218,384,934 241,369,443 ol th
Trade with Great Britain .. . .. g 83,3771 91,328,384 ¢ 106,204.0984 uf 14
do United States.. .. ... L T3STOA3T T 824352 1 92,125 500 RN [her. 24
do  France..... ..... e 1L,TH4304 2565,877 . 2770173 Ty R
do Germany .. .......... § 521,580 4,336,232 6,520, 228 i S0l
o Holland .. ... ... .. et 25,764 404,532 S46.167 513 100"
do  West Indies ... ...... E30T.006 . 6360926 T.638.846 441 o0
do China and Japan. .. .... l 486,244 2,202.102 3.3040. 108 RERM ]qr,
do other countries.. .. .... L 1,366,532 3,685,842 ¢ DI6R.657T 16491 o0

It will be seen that while there wis a loss
of trade with the United States of about
$2,000,000 in 1892, that was more than com-
pensated—seven times compensated—by an in-
crease of $15,000,000 in our trade with Great
Britain. . It is sometimes stated that our
trade with other countries in the world is not
satisfactory. It is true that with the United
States and Great Britain we do the most of
our business ; but a comparison of the above
figures shows that we are gradually, and in
some instances rapidly, increasing the area of
our commerce with other countries. The re-
cord I have given is, I think, one which is en-
couraging to the House, and which will be en-
couraging to the country, as showing a gradu-
ally-widening, and, to a certain extent,
although as yet small in its entire amount, a

Mr. FOSTER.

rapid develqpment of trade with the other
_great countries of the world. The record of
our

trade for last year is one which
You may search our returns through in
vain to find equallel.  This shows uan
increased trade with Great Rritain  in
1892, over 1891, of $15.010.000: with
France, onefifth of a million : with
Germany, two and a fitth millions: with

'Ho]}and, one-half a million : with the West
Indies, one and a third million ; with China
-and Japan, one and a tenth million, and with
;o.ther countries, one and a half million. be-
:sides a small increase with Italy and New-
: foundland, whilst the only large ‘decrease we
thad was with the United States. of two and
.seven-tenths millions.  Therefore, I state
‘iagain, that the condition of our foreign trade
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shows strongly in 1801-02 in our favour, and ' commercial bond with the peoples of other
I believe it will be received by this House ! countries, all of us governed by the common
and by the country as an answer to the oft- | wants of the world, and kept in c¢lose and
made and baseless assertion, that the trade | constant communication by means of the
of our country is stunted and retrograde. ;telegraph wire and rapid transit, so that the
Conming to the home products, the exports: world's wants and the world's yield are at
of Canada of these during the last year, as 'once known and the prices of great staples
compared with 1802, show the following re- fixed accordingly. Taking that into consid-
sults :— - eration. the inerease of 21,000,000 in the
i e— . .. @Xports of farm products alone, during the
past year, is a very gratifyving extension in
. v our trade. I wish to speak now for a mo-
— LR L ment about the diversion of trade. and there

: " is one point to which 1 wish to draw the
! attention of the House and the country with

Produce of the Mine. .. .. $5,906471 . 5,784,143 fesard to the tariff and our farmers. Every-
o Fisheries.  9.675.398 - 9715401  ©one knows that about two or three years ago
do Forest. ... 2228174 23282015 the daties upon farm products. bacon. ham,

Farm products........ .. MLTOR134 ‘ 39,634,599  shoulders of beef. muttonr, pork and lard were

Manufactures. .. .. .. 7.040,988; 6,206,240 rearringed. At that time it beeame patent

Misceibaeous. ... ... 1518 4337 to the counfry that large supplies of these

. R, articles were coming in from the United
Total ..o LOUSG84,208 | SHISTTH Seates and displacing farmers' products in
— . R —- - this country, and the Governuient caune to
Tacrease.. .......... RS R the help of the farmers, at their request. and

do pereent.. ... 113 ‘raised the duties upon these articles. What

3oy

That is a large increase in a single year. happened ? Whereas in 3890 33,000,000
The increiase in farm products alone goes to  pounds of bacon, beef, mutton, pork and lard
prove the assertion we make, that the far- . were brought in from the United States and
mers of this country are yearly producing . distributed in this market, the importation
more and finding larger and remunerative | fell. in 1S91, to 17,000,000, and in- 1892 it fell
markets, and in this respect we can stand to 13,000,000 ; and whereas in 1899 the value
comparison with the producers of the rest of ' of the importation was $1,734,000, in 1801 it
the world. More we cannot expect. We are : fell to 973,000, and in 1892 to $723.00. The
in this world, in this age. united in a greart !following table shows the particulars :—
°

Isrorts inte Canada from the United States for ghe Years ended 30th June, 180, 1891 and 1592, of the
following Articles:--

—_— : 1899, : 391. ]y -~ Dearcase
880 : 1591 a2 from 1800,

Lbs, ! Lbs. Lbs. Lbs.
Bacon, hams and shoulders.. ... . . .. oo CO4L3H200 0 256104 1 100063 | 3,356,132
Beef....... ... ......... e 64003 1 2608300 - 2,235,987 | 4,192,006
Mutton. .. ... e e e e 246,363 6,522 11,360 - 234803
Pork. .. ... Ll 0 1T261,592 0 TLOS, T 1 9,992,965 | T 668,627
Lard. ... ...l T L 4,882,831 - OS8099 © G0L,246 | 4,191,585
TOtad .o e COB3,062,079 . 17,342,781 13,439,826 ;19,623,153
Value...... e COSLT20403 0 S968,568 © S728,081 @ $1,006,322

1
That is. the decrease from 1890 made a marker ;| M- MENEILL.  That shows the advantage

for our own farmers in this country by the;of protection.

exclusion of those products from the United: Mr. FOSTER. Asto the diversion of trade,
States to the value of over $1.000,000. So:let me read to you the figures of 1891-92. with
that you have to take this into account : that : reference to some products of Canada export-
not only did our farmers increase their exports : ed to Great Britain, in order to make a ecom-
by the amount I have named. but that they | parison. Horned cattle fell off nearly $1,000,-
had in the home market an increased sale to, 000, owing to circumstances well known.
the oxtent of over $1.000.000, required to Leaving that out of account, we find some
supply the country in place of the American | very encouraging items. Canadian cheese,
products. which were excluded from the|apples, and bacon have made their place in
United States, so that they obtained an en-|the British market. Canadian butter had
larged market at home as well as an ad-|also made a place for itself, but not a very
ditional market abroad. | enviable one ; hut under the operations of the

23
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Dairy Commissioner and the dairy stations, 1801 1899,
which have been established by the Gov- . _ o o
ernment to stimulate the production of a Value. | Value.
bettér quality, the quality of Canadian butter
has been raised ; it has been put upon the i
market in uniform quality, stamped as Cana- : .
dian butter, making its own way, and compar- | Barley........ § 75,225 | %1,283,844
ing 1891 with 1892 we find that, whereas in
1891 only $440,060 worth of Canadian butter | O8S--........ 5,054 | 1,975,485 |......
was exported to Great Britain, last year p .y -
$877.455 worth found a place for ifself in the |~ whole....| 1,439,747 | 2,382,307
British market, being an increase of 99 per| do split...| 45,601 89,751
cent. The following table speaks for itself : ’ ) )
S1ATEMENT of values of the following articles, pro- Wheat......... 9(’9’1'34 5,726,505 |... . 490

duce of Canada, exported to Great Britain

during years 1891 and 1892, with percentage do flour.... 851,912 ¢ 1,110,368 ... 30

of increase and decrease in each article. Eggs.......... 83,580 592,218 |...... 608

|
Per cent of

Decrease,

Per cent of
Increase.

8~
S £

i

© &
(=23 ]

Horses........ 156,254 | 214,785 | .. 37

1891. 1892,
Value. Value.

Per cent of
Decrease.

Per cent of
Increase.

By the way, if you look into the Trade Re- -
ports you will find that the price of eggs—
that much abused article—exported to the
British market is one cent and a fraction per
dozen higher in value than those exported to
Butter. ....... 440,060 | 877,455 |......| 99 |the American market. It is well that these
] - | figures should be noted and should .be spread
Cheese .. .....19,481,373 | 11,593,690 {...... 22 ! before the public, in order that they may sce
~ ) the actual expansion and the possibilities of
Bacon ... ...l 589,599 | 1,089,060 | ... 84 | the market in Great Britain for the products
. . which they raise; and I wish to give a'so
Haws......... 36,398 | 53,989 | ... 48 | this statement, showing the increase in three
Apples, green ] ot the great articles of Canadian export which
or vipe.. ... 1,235,247 | 1,405,527 | .. ..| 14 |[have had their reputation made for them,
and which have been consecutively and skil-
Apyples, dried. . 7,353 10,692 |..... 45 | fully placed on the British market—cheese,
Froi : g cattle and apples, and also the exports of the
ruits, canne ivisi H
_and ‘preserved 9,500 -23,679 |.... .1 149 great division of our products :

¥

$ $
Horned cattle.| 8,425,396 | 7,481,613 11

COMPARATIVE Statement of Exports, produce of Canada, for the Years 1868, 1878 and 1892.

=

Per cent | Per cent

i of I of
—_ - ncrease, | Increase,
. 1868. 1878. 1892, A 1892 1899
over 18G8.lover 1878,
% $ $
Produce of themine.......... .. ......... 1,446,857 2,816,347 5,906,471 308 109
: do fisheries.. . ... e 3,357,510 6,853,975 9,675,398 188 40
do forest................ ...... - 18,262,170 | 19,511,675 | 22,281,744 22 14
Animals and products..... .. ... e 6,893,167 | 14,019,857 | 28,594,850 314 103
Agricultural products.............. . . ... 12,871,055 | 18,008,754 | 22,113,284 72 23
Manufactures ... ... e e e e I 1,572,546 4,127,755 7,040,988 347 70
Cheese. .. .. ..ot o0 it e * 620,643 3,997,621 | 11,652,412 1,779 189
Cattle. .... .. e e e 1,099,940 1,152,334 7,748,949 605 572
Apples.............. . e e e e + 87,333 *144,333 1,444,883 1,560 867
* From Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia only. + Fruit, green.

This would keep up the train and trend of the | the country. I may not have succeedd in de-

thought I have been developing of the gradual | veloping much interest with the hon. gentlemen

and steady progress of the country Iin its| opposite, or at least with some of them, in my

external trade, and particularly in its exports. | figurative remarks ; but now I come to the

So much with reference to the commerce of ‘ tariff ; and, as I approach the tariff, I notice
Mr. FosTER. .
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that my hon. friends’ interest deepens. I E change the amount and incidence of protec-
wish to state a few things with reference to : tion. Dissatisfaction has arisen also from
the raxiff and the tariff policy. No man with ; the fact of raw materials being in some cases
his eyes open would think for a moment i cheapened, and in such cases the protection
of denying the fact that there is more or less ! which was fair when raw materials were
agitation in the country with reference to the | hicher in price, becomes a little more than
tariff and to trade conditions. One person !fair when raw materials lower in price. Out
will notice it from one stand-point, another ' of all these reasons and others there might

from arother stand-point. We may not all
take statesman-like views; but, whatever

views we take, this much is true, and we

admit it. that there is an agitation ou this
maner. and that people are alive to the dis-
cussions upon trade policies and to discussions
upon tariffs, and to the question what is to
be the guiding policy now and for the future.
Several things have conspired to make thoe
agitation upon the tariff in this country possi-
bir deeper to-day than it has been for a
number of years. Will the House permit
me to mention a few of these ?
place there is a difference in view on the
question of principle which has existed ever

sinee we have been a country. which came to :

a point of cleavage direct and sharp in 1878,

between those who believe that a free trade’
policy out and out is the proper policy for
this country, let the revenue take care of
itself, or take care of the revenue in whatever

way you can; those who believed that a

tarift for revenue purposes with incidental .

protection was the thing for this country,
making the revenue the prime consideration.

and distributing it so as incidentally to pro-.
tect the industries of the country. and the:
third class of people. who believed that for:

Canada. under the conditions then existing,
and which have existed since the principle of

a sufficient and reasonable protection to the:
nascent industries of the country was to be!
followe:t first, and that revenue was to take .
were

care of itself on that line. Those
the three great schools of thought. We
do not expect that Decause in IS8 one
schaonl of thougiht triumphed anl concen-

trated its opinion in the tariff, but that
to a2 large extent they are nourished te-,

day. as in 1879, Changes there
been. Men who believed in free trade have
come to believe in protection. Maybe it has
happened that some who believed in protec-
tion have come to believe in free trade, or
a revenue tariff with incidental protection, or
something of that kind. But the differences
which existed then are differences which
exist now, and they contribute to the agita-
tion and discussion of the question at the
present time with a vivacity probably greater
than at former periods, from circumstances
which I shall mention afterwards. Then
again, there is an agitation evoked by dis-
satisfaction in regard to changes in the tariff

In the first.

have -

;‘m'ise discussion and thought and, it may be.
dissatisfaction, even among persons who be-
lieve in a protective policy, but who are not
: pleased with the changes in the relative or
i absolute seale of protection arising from the
‘causes I have given. Then again, Sir, T am
inclined to think that the McKinley Bill has
done something towards sharpening this agi-
tation in the country. Necessarily it did so.
Hon. gentlemen opposite, before that Bill

as passed, prophesied that it would do so:
-after it was passed. they declared that it did
so, and I am not. going to counter their de-
“clarations in that respect. For the McKinley
; Bill, whether it was so intended by its frani-
‘ors or not, did this and did it very effectu-
rally ; it raised barriers against certain Can-
adian products. namely, farmers’ products,
and to that extent it interfered with trade
and made neccessary the diversion of trade,
and every diversion of trade is followed
necessarily by its train of dissatisfaction and
loss. It may Dbe, that after the diversion has
been made, the people will be more prosper-
:ous, the markets will be more remunerative,
but none the less every diversion of trade

»

from one channel to another causes dis-
satistaction and loss to  individuals. So

"that I think the discussion has been sharp-
"ened in reference to this matter on account
of the passage of the McKinley Bill. It cer-
tainly has been sharpened by the results of
the elections which took place not long since
in the United States of America, and which
"have been magnitied without warrant, whichk
have been unduly magnified by leaders of the
party opposite, into a victory for free trade,
pure and simple ; and statements have been
made throughout the length and breadth of
the country that, owing to that change, a
! free-trade policy was to be inaugurated, and
. that great benefits would come in certain
. directions, and great changes would have to
.be made in this country. That has set people
i to thinking, that has set people to agitating
rand proposing, and that has added very
‘materially to the discussions and the talk that
:is going on about this matter in the country
:to-day. TFor my own part, I differ with hon.
' gentlemen opposite, or on this side, who be-
:lieve that the wings of free trade have been
i spread for a flight during all future ages in
i the United States of America, by the election
iof Mr. Cleveland. I cannot find it in the

in respect to relative.or absolute protection ! previous records of the party, I cannot find it
which arise from various circumstances, for :jn that latest concentration of the party doc-
instance, in the differences in valué that have | trines upon tariff measures, the Mills Bill ; I
_arisen from 1878 to the present time. Whether ! cannot find it in that latest utterance of Pres-
" specific duties alone or specific and ad valorem !jdent Cleveland in his acceptance of the can-

duties are placed upon these goods, the differ- | gidature ; I caunot find it in the thought, ana
ences in value through a series of years ifeeling and breath of the American people to-

22 :
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day. I think the man who stands up in this
country and contributes his quota to the un-
rest, and dissatisfaction and discontent with
the present state of things in this country,
by preaching to them that now this second
daughter of Britain has entered into free
trade, and the next to follow will be the third
daughter of Britain, Canada—I cannot believe
that these men are doing the best, from a
statesman-like point of view, for this country
and for the people of this country. However,
the fact is, that this has lent point to the dis-
cussion and thought about the tariff and trade
policies. Then there is another thing which
must be taken into account at the present
time, and that is the unprecedentedly low
price of cereals in the markets of the world ;
and directly upon that supervenes the effort
-of the demagogue, the effort of the unscrupu-
lous man, to make the people believe that in
some occult way all this is due to the miser-
able Government and the miserable policy
which, for the time being, prevailed in this
country. Now, Sir, no sane man, standing up
before a number of sane men, will venture
that argument. Every one is open, in his
calmer moods, to the opinion, to the convie-
tion of the truth, that, if the prices of cereals
in the country are low, they are low
from certain abnormal causes, and that
they are probably temporarily low. But,
whatever may be the cause, the fact
of these low prices of cereal products
throughout the country at the present
time, adds point and strength to the discus-
sion, and is used to spread dissatisfaction and
discontent. Of course, an Opposition always
has open to itself to take advantage of all
these things. All things are fair in politics,
it is said ; and I suppose any average party
would take advantage of all the circumstanc.s
that arose, and as they arose, to make senti-
ment against their opponents and in favour
of themselves. And, Sir, of late, and with
greater vigour, supervening on these things,
has come an active propaganda in this country
and in the country alongside of us, the end
and aim of which, no, I will not put it that way
—the result of which, whether it is the alm
or not, is to make people unduly discontented
and unduly unrestful. In this country c¢very-
body - acknowledges the geographical diffi-
culties, its great extent, its sparse popula-
tion, its different races and crecds, ity differ-
ent sections with their different distribution
of the resources with which nature has ecn-
dowed them. Bnut I hope every man also re-

cognizes—if he does not he ought to—that this

ccuntry, if it is to remain a country, if it is to
become a great country, and to have perman-
ence and durability imprinted upon it, has
to learn the lesson, and learn it now, and
keep it learned, that you cannot afford to
appeal to the prejudices, or the poverty, or
the wants of one section against another;
“that you cannot afford to pander to the pre-
judices or the likes of one class to the detrl-
ment of the whole. I am here to-day to state
that I inisjudge the Canaaian people, I do
Mr. FosTER.

[COMMONS]

680

not read aright the spirit of the Canadian
people, if, man for man, throughout this coun-
try, when they are fairly talked to and fairly
reasoned with, they will not lay down, as a
basis, that we must get along together
in this country ; we do not ask that any
class shall go scot free of taxes and burdens,
while others pay an undue proportion ;: we
do not ask that any section shall b Jightly
burdened while other sections arve heavily
loaded ; but that class or section, winrever
it may be, must, proportionately to its
strength, bear its just and cqual portion of
the burdens that are necessary in order to
carry on the affairs of this country, anl to
give it permanence and durability. I think
it is an unfortunate thing that in order to gain
power, and in order to make a noiut against
their opponents, advantage is- being taken of
the . present state of things to preach a doz-
trine in this country which, if it is adhered
to, means disruption, and is opposed to the
only policy which can give us tfrue
permanence ‘and true prosperity. Sir,
I wish to notice in passing that these men
preach certain doctrines, they go before the
people with certain statements ; they go be-
fore the people. with inferences from those
statements, some of which they draw, and
some of which they do not draw, but all of
which ' they allow, and others which they
force to be drawn ; and I believe that there
are people who go out from the meetings
addressed by hon. gentlemen opposite with the
firm belief that there is some way by which
we can carry on all our services in this coun-
try, by which we can have perfect free
trade, and will not have to pay a dollar
of taxation. Now, if hon. gentlemen oppo-
site can define and point out any means or
method by which that can be done, well and
good ; but, if not, the doctrine that ought
to be preached in every school-house, on
every platform, is that there is no way to
build yp a country in its public works, look-
ing after its public services, giving it the im-
provements which the people need in the
race of progress alongside of other countries
to-day, no other way than by taxation ; and
that if the people will not bear reasonable
burdens, they cannot expect to promote
the building up and the improvement of the
country. I think the Canadian people are
sensible enough and strong enough to accept
that doctrine, and to work under the im-
pulse and in the spirit of that doctrine. So
that I think, having stated these things, I
have stated what leads to the unrest, the
dissatisfaction, the agitation upon the tariff
question ; and I have. tried to state them
fully. We do not say that the policy we
adopted in 1878, in the exact degree of
protection that was placed upon the coun-
try at that time must be unvarying, must
never be changed; but, out of all these
causes I have mentioned, the feeling of un-
rest exists, and it reaches this House of Par-
liament, and that feeling will be met by the
Government frankly, honestly and fairly. So
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that the Government, while it wishes to!
give due weight, and no more than due
weight, 10 any one of these causes, and to
any one of these complaints ; while it ae-
Kunowledges their varyving foree, varying in
proportion to their merit and their strength ;
although the Government does not intend
10 be either frightenad or foreed into doing
something which it does not believe to be
right : the Governmentr takes its stand  to-
day. and is willing to have it known every-
where,  Whatr it proposes to do will be
done after the most careful. and carnest,
and due consideration, not extended beyond
. reascnable period—than will  be  that:
which, as a matter of trade and tarift
policy, is best for this couniry as a whole.
It proposes to de what is best for all classes !
counted together. whilst giving due weight to !
the importance of, and to the position of, vach |
class, and varying the burdens aceordingly. 1t
proposes fo adopt a policy and to carry out
the particular lines of that policy, with due |
regard and consideration as well 1o the in- |
teratl conditions of Canada as to her position .
amongst other countries of the world under
the present cotdditions of frade amd tavifhs
These arve lines, and t» what end ? It may be;
askad, what does the Government propose to !
do. for these are generalities ¥ 1 grcn that
these are generalities. It has been a dis-
cussion of generalities. or of principles, if
you like to denominate them as such. Then
the tirst question eomes from my hon. friend.
Will the Government adopt free trade ? My
answer to that is, no. I Know 1 disappoint my
hon. friend in not taking up the per idol and
drean of his heart, the one idea which is the
bright star of his existence, towards which he:
treads his devious way, sometimes in one
country, and sometimes in another, from plat-:
form to platform, but always with that
brizht particular star in sight; now, I be-:
lieve. only tifteen years distant is this bright !
particular star of free trade, the freest of free
trade.  There are some considerations why :
the Government does not propose to adopt free

trade.  The first is the requirements of the
revenue. A stronger man than I am, a

deeper thinker than my hon. friend, a man in .
mental power who towers among the best.
has stated it, and from a less prejudiced .
stand-point. perhaps. because he put it from
the stand-point of hon. gentlemen opposite.
and he has challenged any man to show how. .
in this country, now, or for many years to
come, any scheme of free trade could be -
adopted which could be worked, and he ex--
pressed his econviction that the circumstances
of the conntry precluded its adoption. and pre-
chuled the direct taxation which must neces-
sarily follow upon its adoption. The require-
ments of the revenue prevent it ; $28,000,000,
outside of earnings, have to be rmiised in this
country for its current services. I invite hon.
centlemen to come down to particulars, and
to show to this House and the country
how they will effect savings in the different
items of expenditure so as to reduce that
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amount by a very large sum. Small savings
can be made, small savings are being made,
but that the services of this country require
much, and are so important theyr cannot be
stopped, is a truth with which every man iIs
conversiant ; and the point arises as to how
£20.000,000 can be raised for the services of
the country. $20,000,000 from Customs revenue
with free trade with all countries, or with any
areat country in the world. But, Sir, catside
of that point, which ix in passing, theve
is another reason why this country cannot
adopt free trade at the present time.

It is on account of the industrial anl g neral

dovelopient of the resources of this cou:-
try. Here we have nnder a sysiem adopted
earlier than 1878 so farv as ig:cﬁdental protec-
tion 15 concerncd, in 1878 s) far as absolute
and direet protection is concernad, developed
in this country larze and varied in eresis.
Nobudy denies that. A wves'el eap'til of
53,000,000, employing 363,030 hands. at a
vearly wage ot S1ua000000 and o develop-
ment of the wealth of the couat-y to the
valie of 800000000 annualiy—thes:» are facts

“xtated in ecold figures of the ceasus, taking

1801 and comparing it with 1881, This 4 -
velopment of industries has gone on for
vears. It has reached a certain point, it can-
not be sacriticed : neither has it reached that
point where, unaided, it can yet siand the
vompetition of countries like Great Britain
o1 the United States. with their centuries of
wealth behind them, with their greav skil,
with their enormous markets, with their great
praduction which finds a market in the world
in such large quantities. So that these have
to be taken into account. Have net thes:
industries grown since 1878 ? The figures I
hive given show that they have. They have
kept population in this country—

Several hon. MEMBERS. Hear. hear.

Mr. FOSTER. I am glad that hon. gentle-
n.oen opposite entertain that idea. Those in-
dustries have kept population in this country
which would otherw.s: have left it. They

Care Keeping io-day in this country an incieas-

ing number of hands in employment. and the
increased employment has its benefit in the
way of wages, in the way of production, and
so iz felt throughout the whole country.. We
know from observation that these industries
and this development of our indastres has
wone on rapidly since 1878. I do not nead
further to enlarge that idea. Let each lLona.
sontleman ask his own observation and ex-
perience, and let him contrast 1S7S with to-
day, and see thie varieties of articles we mainu-
facture to-day which were not manufactured
by us then that the proportion of articles in

“use in this country. now obtainad from our

manufacturers. is much larger ; let him look
over the whole field and take his own experi-

“ence, and he will find, though in some cases

there have been failures, in some cases there
have been changes and vicissitudes. yet, on the
whole, a great start has been made with re-
spect to the manufacturing industries of the
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country, and a great start made in -develop-! ports of raw material ? It is ccntaiced in

ing in that way the resources of the country.
Do hon. gentlemen ask the history of the im-

these figures :—

IarporTs Raw MATERIALS, 1869, 1879 axn 1892,

Per centiPer cent
of of

S 1869. 1879. 1802, |Ineresse|Inorense

over over

1869. 1874,

Wool ........ ........... . Lbs. 2,061,576 4,976,758 10,224,086 395 105
th.ton . “ 1,245,208 9,720,708 46,322,525 3,620 376
Hides .... 8 891,488 1,202,890 1,837,102 106 53
Gutta percha.. o 90,536 133,214 730,657 07 148
Hemp.. .. . .. R PR 199,179 877,989 ... ... 340
Raw sugar ... S e e Lbs. *21,656,918 122,925,779 | 343,121,731 1,484 1,395
Lumber and timber.. .. .. ... . $ 203,27 531,278 1,094,635 4, 106
SHK.. o e @l 35,556 260,299 |........ 632

* Sugar below No. 9 cane juice melado.

If hon. gentlemen want further informa-
tion, let.them go to the census returns for
the figures of industries for 1881 and 1891,
and learn from these that the number of
establishments have gone up from 49,000 to
75,000, an increase of 51 per cent ; the capital
investments from $165,000,000 to $353,000,000,
an increase of 114 per cent; the number of
employees from 254,000 to 367,000, an in-
crease of 44] per cent; wages paid, from

- CANADIAN INDUSTRIES

+Sugar below No. 14 and melado.

$59,000,000 in 1881 to $99,000,000 in 1891, an
increase of 67 per cent ; raw material from
$179,000,006 in 1881 to $255,000,000 in 1891,
an, increase of 42 per cent. Value of pro--
ducts from $309,000,000 in 1881 to $475,000,-
000 in 1891, an increase of 53 per cent; an
added value, according to the statisticlan, of
$33,000,000 per year in 1881, and of $89.000,-
000 in 1891, added to the wealth of the

country. These are the figures :

PER CEN8US RETURNS.

i
Variation.
_ 1881. . 1891,

. Increase. | Per cent.
Number of establishments. e 49,923 75,768 25,845 51'8
Capital invested... ........ .... .. 8 | 165,302,623 | 353,836,817 | 188,534,194 114
Nuwber of employees..... . ... ..o L 254,935 367,865 112,930 4443
Wagespaid ... ....... ..... ... ... .. $ 59,429,002 | 99,762,441 | 40,333,439 6786
Cost of raw material. .. ... .. ......... ... « 1179,918,593 | 255,983,219 | 76,064,626 | 423
Value of products...... . . .. ... .ol <« -1 309,676,068 | 475,455,706 | 165,769,637 535

Added wealth, 1871-1881
do 1881-1891. ...

That is an additional preof that industries
have taken root, and have grown and de-
veloped, and in so doing, have developed
also the strength, and the richness, and the
reliability of this country upon itself. But,
Sir, if more is required let him look a little
further at the increased home supply in
1892, as compared with 1878, and the great
difference in the consuming population of
this country—not so great as my hon. friend
would think well, but yet a large increase in
the consuming population of the country.
That large increase has all been supplied by
the home manufactures of this country ; I

Mr. FosTER.

.. $33,000,000 per year.
e 89,000,000 of 4

mean so far as ratiq is concerned. Let him
ask himself as to the increased exports of
manufactured goods, being an advance
of 70 per cent over 1878 and of 347
per cent over 1868, and let him ask
himself as to the decreased imports of
manufactured goods. Let him put all these
things together, and he will gain a
heightened and strengthened idea of what
the industries of this country have attained.
in that time. Not only have ..e industries
increased in themselves, but let us not forget
their collateral advantages. Every ton of ore
which is dug, every mill whose wheel re-
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volves, every cotton spindle that turns, every
branch of industry that works up raw ma-
terial brought in, or raw material obtained
in this country, adds to the employment which
the couniry needs, adds to the earnings
of the country, and adds to the wealth of the
country, to be shared in by every sober, in-
telligent, and industrious class in the com-
munity from one end of the Dominion to the
other. These things lead me to the conclu-
sion. and 1 think they will lead this House
and this country to the conclusion, that
we cannot adopt free trade, and open up
these industries—nurtured from 1878 to the
present time, I grant you, by a reasonable
and I hope a sutlicient protection—that we
annot open up these, to the unlimited com-
petition of old manufacturing countries like
Great Britain and the United States of Amer-
ica, without sweeping away the larger pro-
portion of our industrial development, and
reaping all the want. and loss, and misery
that will acerue. And after all what better
would we be off if we did this ? We would
not be so weli off, because some time, seoner
or Iater, it Canada is eover to be a great
country, and it is, it wouil come to the con-
clusion again that we would have once more
to reverse our poliey, and that we wounld
have to develop our own industries and re-
sources. No country in this world at the
present time can be great on one branch of
work alone, and this country of ours. taking
its resources and capabilities into account.
would be guilty of the height of madness, if
it left c¢veryihing to the pursuit of agri-
culture and the natural preducts, so
to speak, and did not strive to be a manu-
facturing country. giving employment to its
own people, and working up its own resourees
as well. The position of the Government is
clear upon that. Will my hon. friend make
his position equally clear ? 1 have read his
Hamilton speech and his Toronto speech. an'l
for the life of me I do not know where he
stands to-day. and there are hundreds of
thousands of people in this ecountry as well
who canuot put their finger upon the trade
policy of my hon. friend opposite and tell
what it means. At one time he is all free
trade ;' let the taxes take care of themselves.
At another time he says : We must go slowly,
free trade is in the distance, and we will come
to it gradually.
is in favour of unrestricted reciprocity with
the United States, and discriminations against
the rest of the world ; the very antithesis of
free trade.
these statements ? The hon. gentleman had
some quiet fun the other day at the speeches
of Ainisters, and when this House-is in a
leisure moment, and when I wget more
time, I propose to take a few of my hon.
friend’s speeches and dissect them.  But. Sir.
what I invite him to do now, as I invited him
to do two years ago. is: that he should come
out of the bush and into the open and tell us
just where he stands. Well, Sir. the Gorv-
ernment has an equally straight and equally
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While at another time he!

What are we to judge from all |

frank position to take upon the question of
unrestricted reciprocity : but 1 am notr going
to take up the time of this House discussing
thatt Why ? Because the country has dis-
cussed it and has given its verdict upon it in
the general election with its eyes half open.
and in the by-elections when it saw straight
ahead on thid question. Unrestricted 1re-
ciprocity is a policy which, involving as it does
diserimination agiinst Great Britain, revolts
the loyal feeling of the people; involving
as it does freo trade with the United
States in manufactured articles, as well as
in the produects of the soil, strikes a blow at
the manufacturing and industrial life of this
country, and is repudiated by that clas of
the people. It is a policy which strikes :
blow at the autonomy and self-respect of our
people in that it inevitably hands over the
autonomy and the tariff and tiscal legislation
of this country to a foreigm, a superior and a
stronger power : aml whether my hon. friend
seasons it with independence or not 1 care
not. Independence, or not. that po'icy a:d-
opted. and that policy carried out, means the
extinction of Canada’s separate, individual
life., and the destruction of her aspirations
after autonomy and natienality. [ carry
this further. The people have condemne.d
;it; they have thrown it out the back door,
jand they will throw every politician whao
i stakes himself before the country on that
i policy. out of the same back door. Not
yin Canada to-day. mnor in any Year to
come, will that kind of policy. pure and
simple. when the people think it over aml
et to the boitom of it. command the support
of a majority of the people of this country. ov
that flag ever be wafted to success : burt, Sir,
if there is anything like honourable recipro-
city. anything like a reciprocity with murtual
advantages, and which can be bought by not
paying too dearly from the life Llood and in-
dustrial blocd of this country, if there isany
reciprocity of that kind., this Govermment
stands committed to take it, and to strive to
et it. Sir. this Government does not stand
to take that in which there is no honour. in
which there is not a fair and mutual advan-
tage. and in which it must pay for what it
gets by the extinction of the couniry's name
and independence. Well, Sir, there is an-
other idea promulgated. and that is the

!pet idea. I was going to say, of my
hon. friend from North Bruce (Mr. Me-

Neilb—preferential trade : and the pet idea
‘of many other gentlemen besides—an idex
which, however much it may be laughed
at by hon. gentlemen opposite, is an ide:
which, in its intrinsic worth and in the in-
creasing favour and fervour of acceptance
| which it is meeting at the hands of thinkers
and workers, ought not to be laughed at,
which eannot be scouted, which has much to
commend it. Even though it be not a present
possibility, even though it be years in the
!future, it is an idea which has its ground-
work in a thought wider than self or the
selfish interest of any one country. It is an

§
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idea which in fts scope lifts one. which gives
one an idea of Ihmperial potency and duara-
bility and strength. which is a good leaven to

theow into the lower political life of any coun-

ry—an idea of ¢ontinents amd islands span-
ning the globe. with climate and productions
and resources of intinite variety. with great
mental capacity and endowment. with  all
the  instrumentalities of  a  great
ready te hand. and with a commercial tleet
that fills every sea. I =ay to you. Mnr
Speaker. that that idea. if it could be re-
alized. would be the tinest. the highest and
the noblest thing that has been concentrated
into political or publiec action since the world
had a bheginning. 1 am not going to say that
it is 2 present possibility, but 1 am going to
sy ithat it is so potent an idea that it is well
for Canada and well for every RBritish coun-
try to hold the strongest vantage position for
its passible adoption: and we do not know how
soon changes in public opintion may bring
nearer to o revtlity that which to many scens
to-day but a dream and a vision.,  This Par-
Hament has pledged  dtself on preferential
free nmade. 1 believe other coloniex of the
Empire will view it favouraibly and will also
pledge themselves upon it. 1 Kknow that an
increasing number of thinkers and workers
in Great Britain are favourable o that idea
in the abstract. and many of them in the
concrete, as well ¢ and 1 know, o0, that it
has 1w meet the prejudice of a half-centary
of economi¢ teaching, expecially among the
masses of the people in the old country, who
have been nurtured and grown up in that
teaching. As 1 said before. if it is not 2

present passibility, it is yet well for us o
Keep ouselves in a vantage puosition. where
we may do our part to adept it if it becomes
So much with reference to that.

feasible.
Now. Sir, after all this, the question comes,

What then ¥ There is only one thing left !
My course of reasoning has brought hon. gen-

tlemen along that line § and the one thing that
is left. in the opinion of the Government, is
that which the Government proposes to do.
It proposes, in the first place. then. o Keep
the vld landmarks in sight.
much talk about the old flag and the old
policy.
variety. give the remark a different turn.

I will say that 1 believe, and the Governmment

believes, that it is in the interest of this

country, that we should not lose sight of the .

old Iandmarks which we set up in 1878, and
which have remained ever since. I awm not

going further to state what has been done by
this policy in its principle and in its applica- .

tion. faulty though in some respects that ap-

plication may have been—yes. must have:

been, because it was administered by human
means. But I am going to say this, that
that is the line by which we have marched
up to our present prosperity, and that it is
with the idea of keeping these landmarks
in sight that we propose to take the next
step in the interest of this country. But my
hon. friend says to me: The United States
Mr. FosTER.
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There has been

I will, at this time, for the sake of .

is going to have free ade in a few months,
possibly.  Suppose that were so—1 o net
believe it—but suppose it were so. My hon.
friend would have to ask and answer an-
other question : How did the United Staes
attain te that position where it could throw
ity ports open and defy the competition of
the world ¥ 1t came to that-position by the
road, not simply of a reasonable protection al-
wars, but a protection which was oftentimes
more than reasotable, but which it would put
on. and which it kept o until it developaed
SIS Immense iron resourcex, it® inanense e
sourees of every kind. and seeured its ac-
cumulation of =kill and capital al power
and its market of nearly TOO000.0 people.
1t marchad up o that peint along the pathway
of a strong amd sate protection @ and the ap-
gument has not reached 2 conclusion when
my hen. friend ix able to say : " The United
States is going 10 have free tride next year,
and Canadda must have free tade as well”™
We have yer more to o we have yet rar-
ther progress to matke $ we have yet further
to foil aleng the sitne line along which, from
18TR o the present thme. we have come o
Cthe degree of prospertty and of development
which we have reached. My hone fricint heud
some eriticism when the Premier in a speech
in Torento, spoke of the National Policy as
being awider than the tarvitf, It is wider
than the il ; we have always contendesd
that it was  The adff, giving a reasonable
protection. was simply one part of the Na-
tional Policy, which was adopted by this
Government firmly and strongly amd unitedly
in ISTS. but which was had in view, in
part or in whele long before ISR by
the chiefs and leaders of the party who put
it in full operation in INTY, What was thas
National Poliey te do for Canada % It was
to amalgamate and weld together the dJdiffer-
ent seattered territories of this country. That
was one branch. It was to open these to
settlement. and to transport on easyv and
quick terms.  That was another branch of ir,
It was to build up the young industries of
this country in omder that the development
of its resources might take place, in onder
that this country might become, to a ¢ermin
;extent, a manufacturing country. self-reliant,
- giving employment, in large part. 1o its awn
people.  This was also a component part of
the  Nuatienal  Poliey., And  this  Natona!
. Policy, dravwn on these lines, was what the
: Government of this country placed itself upon
Jin 1SS, and it is that which it stands on to-
day, although in part what was to be done
at that time has been very largely done,
.especially as to the amalgamation of our terri-
tories and the opening up of our means angd
: facilities for transport. e helieved, in 1878,
. that a reasonable protection wpon industries
; which could fairly have a chance to plant and
;develop themselves in this country, was the
only means by which to lift the country out
‘of the condition it was in in 1878—and we
iought never to forget that condition ; and. on
iaeeouut of that policy, great strides have been

N
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unle along the lines 1 have referred to. So
that the Government proposes—auand it takes
thre people Into full contidence— not o abandan
thee principle of a fair and reasonable
protection to  the indusuies of this cown-
Now, as 1 said before. the Govern-

wy.
neur tkes  its stand on the ground |
that  all elasses shounld bear  proportion-

ately equal burdens ; and if, in the course
of the investigation which iz now wking phice,
amt which will be continned for some fu
ther time, it is found that buandens press

umdaly  on any  clasx or section of the
coungry, it will be the  bounden  auty
o this Qovernment 1w remedy that,

andl it possible. equalize those bundens,  If
it rhe cotrxe of that investigation which is
Bew woing ong ard which wil b continued
for ~omme short tine yet before a conelusion
ix veached, it be founl that pro octio: has
Leoll given to some ind soiex which have
ne prospeet at all ot ever beconning fairly
reotsnd i this countey, it will beeome a ques-
ot with thix Goveramear, whe her o0 nes
i I not best o Qrop Lho-house protegiion
amd cive simply the reasonable and sutticient
protection which s necessary i opder to o
tablish  industries wideh, whea  estabtlishod.
will give some assuranee of permanency and

coutinned prosperity. These, then, are the
present lincs, o lighten the seale of ta-

ation, in 20 far ax possible; and in doine that,

We st make up our mimds o paxes down. !

as far as we pessibly can, all expenditures
that are not absolutely ncessary for the ser-
vice of thiz country : to refuse expendinre
on works which it wouid no: he proper for
a wize and econemicatl Gov rnment to 8¢ on
Toot and continne in the countyy ; o, as far
ax paossible, adapt the scale of protection to
lecitinate industries and to what is reason-
ably necessary in order to establish and pro-
teet them $ to use the aw material of the
country, in so far as it can be usad, and o
cextend the free st as far as possible. con-
sistent with the revenue requirements of the
counery, in order to bring about this lessened
taxation and this lessened seale of proteetion,
whivh, lossened and equalized in that way,
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may be just as effective. and more effective, :

made,  than

10

heen
1 want

has
What

aftor
it was

the change
before.

State !

ix this that information has been gatherxd

hy the Governmenr. partiealady by my-
self. during the past year. and that in-
forttion will he guthered daring the coming
xetRon o that the Minister of Trade and Com-

GO0

mring, the peodudcing, or any ctass hal have
sbhundant opportuniiy o make ont it cuase
hefore the Govermient 08 ¥0 e meinbe: of

the  Govermment and  to have ik pet
and  its grievances  faken  inte eouns'der

ation, and that the action of the Governneett
shall e hased upon the cenclustons thus ar
rived 2at. During the next session of Pariie-

Chientt wWe drapose 1o be peadyo when Pavlia-

went  opens  or shortly  thereafuer, to
 bring down a o wanlt for this conntey e
vissdd  on those  Hoese which shall not
—and 1 owant  to make  that plaing =o
b that e feeling of  panie wma)y take
place in the country-—which  shait not de-

stro) amdt injure industries which arve in this
country  to-day amdt which nead reasonable
protection in order to Reep them up, bur it
will not assuredly, on the other side, give a
measure of protection o any indusuey which
will give it the opportunity of mking unduly
from the pockets of the people by creating
combines aud monopalies, amd  thus making
itself 21 burden instead of @ bLenent to the
coRnury, So o mueh with reference to the
futare policy of the Government, We intend
to be plainly and frankly understood. 1w
that view, we ask our friends in the House
to assist us in our investigation, by spread-
ing the intermnation browdeasi that every et
|all i have dceess to the Government and
ean ay his plet before thew, and that, having
the benetit of their collective wisdom, we may
arrive at o conclusion which shall carbady
the st for the country under its present
circumstances and the best for the country
iR innnodiate funie, Certain things have
heen very strongly pressed upon uwx. certain

' things have espectally been urged with refer-

ence to their nmediatte remedy. Every per-
son who undertakes the revision of the ardty,
expectadly of 3 tarif® framed on a0 protective
principle,  will very  seon  iimd ont how.
wherever he attemwapts to touch one  single
beaneh of industry in onder to iR relied and
help, he mmediately comes against the wires
af other indusimies,

Nome hoe MEMBRERS,

NMre. FOSTER. There ix no doubt of it
\We do nof tor a moment wish to leave that
out of considaeration. 1t ix trae, and it is
teuth wWhich prompis us to make haste stowly,

Hear, hear,

“and to thoroughly  consider all  industries
hefore  we o venture o conchasion and

“adopt a paliey with reference to partienlar

metee and myself, with the two level-hoaded ¢

husiness men who contral the Customs and
the Tnland Revenue, propose during tiie com-
ine year not only te listen te the complaints
and the pleas of peaple who come t Ottawa
“to See us, but we propose to supplement that

hy a personal inspeetion and investigation of .

the varions industries of the comatry. We
propoass to go fartber. Weo prapose that it
shall not be said that only one class has the
ear of the Gavernment. but that every elass.

the agricultwal. the artdsan. the manufae-; this session.

industries,  So that, therefore. eareful re-
viston i3 necessary. aml many pleas, fair in
themselves, have had o be shut out this
yYear.  We ask these people to wait the con-
chasion of the coming summer, and of the
general revision which iz to take place. when
they will find their grievances, if thex are
Just, remediod, and their complaints, i€ meri-
torious, as fully and fairly met as the Gov-
ernmeitt can meet them,  But there are two
or three things of which T specially desire to
speak. and which I would not wish to go over
A strong plea has been made
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with reference ro the export cuty on logs.
Hon. gentlemen who live in the sections
which, I may say, are most closely affected by
that business, understand its acute nature,
and all hon. gentlemen who have studied the
course of the lumber resources and interests
of our country, and who desire to seve these
Inmber resources conserved, as far as they
reasonably can be. have had their attention
drawn to this matter as well. The facts of
the case are to-day that a most wasteful, and,
I believe, entirely unnecessary drain is being
made on the timber resources of this couniry
under present conditions. I know it is a most
difficult matter to decide just how much of
the drain should take place, and, when you
have decided that. it is still more ditlicule to
o regulate it that it will keep within those
bounds ; but, over and above those difficulties
there comes the strong warning that Can-
adian Iumber resources, which should last us

for centuries, are in danger of being prema-

turely  exhausted. and it is well that this
matier should undergo most serious and calm
consideration, urterly removed from partizan-
ship and wade reprisals, or the like, upon its
own broad and sufficient basis. And I wish
to state here that, during the coming summer,
the Government will take steps. the steps
that are necessary and that are most fiiting,
to gather all the information with respect to
these matters that it can, to submit to the
House at ils next session.
to state, so far as the Government is con-
cerned. should this investigation lead it to
take a certain course. it will not consider that
it is debharred from taking the course ihat is
shown to be imperatively necessary beeause
any persons have, Iast year or this year. on

the existing state of things, bought limits or;

invested in timber lands in our country. The
supreme consideration must be our own forest
resources, and hew to preserve them. I am
not saying what couclusion will be reached ;
I cannot say, because the full information Is
not before the Government or the House, but
we merely wish to enter the plea that, if the
revision should be deemed necessary it will
not he considered by the Government to be
debarred by the fact that limits have been

bought or purchases have been made on condi- |

tions which now exist. A strong agitation
has been brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment with reference to oils. We have heard

that debated in this House. Hon. gentlemen on'!
both sides of the House have taken divers!

positions with regard to this duty. No coadl,
reasonable man, on either side, having thor-
oughly looked into it, can come to any other
conclusion than that it is a most difficult ques-
tion. We have to do justice to an industry
whichh has been, from 1868 particularly, the
pet of Governments, so far as protection 1s
concerned, which enjoyed the caressing eare

of the old Government before 1S73, the kindly |

encouragement of the Government from 1874
to 1879, and the continued favour of the Gov-
ernment from 1879 up to the present time.

[COMMONN]
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very largely local. has a strength and power
in its plea which appeals 1o every sentimenr
iof a Canadian. and would move every
Canadian to go justas far as he could in order
to save the wealth and preserve the industry
of the people, individually, who have carried
on that business and ave carrying it on to-day.
fOn the other side. there is the claim of the
consumers, who demand that the oil shall be
reduced in price. and who ask that the pro-
toction which is now given shall be either
ontirely removed eor reduced. 1 am not going
to add to the discussion of that subject by

going into the merits of the case. After
hon. gentlemen whoe understand it have
spoken as they have in this Housc. the
nerits  of  that  question  ought 1o b
tairly  well understood. I am  simply
voing  to say  what position the Gov-
ernment  take with regard to it.  There

is a straight protection on oil of 7! cents per
imperial gallen, exactly equivalent to the 6
cents per wine gallon which was upon it
before the present rate of 7& per huperial
gallon was made. There is, outside of that.
' condition imposed upou trade and trans-
i port which has the effect of protecting that
industry to a large extent, possibly to the
extent of 2 cents or 3 cents per gallon, arising
(from the fact that transport is limited to
‘eertain vessels and in certain dirvecrions. and
-that the oil is subject to inspection. of conrse.
This is outside of the straight protection. and
fwhat the Government propose to do. and
“they have thought over this matter very care-
fully, is to propose to this House that the
transport shall be freed and that the straight
duty shall remain for the present as it is. In
that way, the abunormal and hidden pro-
tection, so to speak. will be taken away and
transport wil! he left free to modern meshods,
and at the same time a Lirge, I acknowledee
it, and, I hope, a suflicient protection will be
left to the industry. envugh to serve it for the
present at least. One other question has been
pressed upon the Government, and that is
the duty on binder twine.  This is com-
plained of especially by certain scetions of
the country, by the farming class, almost as
ia unit. That question has been debated in this
House, as well, and 1 am not going into irs
imerits. The protecuon given to the industry
i in the United States is, I think, about . cent
!per pound, with free raw material. In this
country the material is free and the protec-
tion upon it at present is 25 per cent. A
disadvantage from which the manufacrurers
suffer in this couniry is in our later harvest
and the consequent fact that the surplus of
the United States binder twine, known to be
a surplus, being left over after their crop is
i gathered, is still in time to come into this
! country for use in binding our own crop. It
! is not, therefore, the intention of the Gorv-
. ernment to take away the duty on binding
' twine entirely. It is an industry in this coun-
(try ; it gives employment to several hun-
i dreds of people. I have examined ‘into the

This industry, though I grant you that it Is| question, and, so far as I can see, it is not a

Mr. FosrtER.
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foreign monopoly, however strong and how-
ever ciose may have been, or to a certain
extent is at the present time, the relation

between the two. But I am bound to state’

thix, that, as every one knows, a monopoly
exists on the other side of the line.
industry is ecarried on in this country, not-
withstanding the disadvantages I have re-
ferred to, and what the Government proposes
to do is, while granting relief to the farmers
and to those who use binder twine, at
the same time to continue reasonable pro-
tection to the manufacturers. I shall propose
to the committee that from and after the pas-
sage of the resolution. the duty on binder
twine be reduced from 25 per cent to 12}
per cent. There is still one other question ;
that is the question of mining mu:achinery.

You will remember that three years ago we:

exempted from duty for three years mining
machinery such as was not manufactured in
Capada. The term expires in March of this
vear. I proposc to ask the Housc to extend
that privilege on mining machinery for three

years longer. In the revision for next year :

we will take this matter up, and it may be
that it will be placed upon a different, but, I
hope, no more unfavourable basis.

having listened so patiently to these length-
ened remarks.

It being six o'clock, the Speaker left the
Chuair.

After Recess.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. At any

time, and under any possible circumstances,
the annual exposition, or even the annual re-

affirmation of the financial policy of the Gov-!

ernment, is a matter of considerable inter-
est to all classes of Canada ; and, on the pre-
sent occasion, when, as the Minister cor-

rectly told us, there is an extraordinary feel-

ing of unrest and disquiet pervading the
~masses of the community, there is no doubt
that it is an occasion of more than usual in-
terest. I am not quite sure that I can con-
gratulate the hon. gentleman on having en-
tirely risen to the level of the occasion ; but
to those who will take the trouble to read
between the lines of his speech, the speech
was undoubtedly significant enough. To us
who have been in the habit of listening to
that hon. gentleman and his compeers for a
great many years, there was a rather re-
markable absence of what I must call the
braggadocio with respect to the National
Policy, which has heretofore characterized
utterances from that side of the House. There
was also an almost complete absence of
those taunts which used to be flung across
the floor to gentlemen on this side, bidding
them bow to the will of the people, and as-
suring them that the National Policy was so
rooted in the innermost instinets of the
people of Canada that our puny efforts to

The

Mr. .
Speaker, I thank you and the House for:

disturb it were in vain. Sir. a change has
~come over the spirit of the dream of my hon.
‘friend. He has had a vision. Possibly he
may have dreamed that he heard the pres-
ident of the young Counservatives of Toronto
declaring that they were being annexed in
job lots. Possibly he may have heard a
-gentleman who was whilom designated as
the brains of the party, blaspheming the
. holy tariff, and speaking evil words even
-against the sacred gerrymander iiself. Pos-
- sibly the hon. gentleman is aware that the
farmers’ institutes, from one end of the coun-
try to another, are kicking against the wise
“and merciful provisions of his tarift. Possibly
“he is also. aware that there is hardly a sub-
" sidized newspaper. or, perbaps. I should sdy,
“an insufficiently subsidized newspaper. that is
not helping to swell the chorus. Under
these circumstances, I can well understand
; that our political Viear of Bray ipight be a
good deal puzzled as to what was the duty of
a conscientious public man. Of course, the
. hon. gentleman knows that it ix his duty to
obey the powers that be, bur. on the present
- oceasion, the hon. gentleman is nct quite sure
who are the powers that be.

Mr. FOSTER.

i Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. 1 do not
think the hon. gentleman does. Well, Sir,
‘under these circumstunces. I hope the hon.
" gentleman won't take it amiss if 1 suggest

that if he has not looked to Washington ex-
. actly, he has certainly looked to that high-
' souled American statesman immortalized hy
- Lowell. whose policy, very like the hon. gen-
“tleman’s, was summed up in these beauriful
i lines :

We know who are not.

There may be men of greater talents,

Who can’t sit stidddier on the fenee,

‘ Alihough, looking at the hon. gentleman's
: performances, 1 may remind him that while
;a fepce may be a steady seate a tight-rope
performance of the rather acrobatic characrer
i we have seen to-right, is not apt to be so. Sir,
there is a sort of resemblance, if I may say
0, between the hon. gentleman and his
policy. If I may make the remark without
offence, 1 believe the hon. gentleman com-
menced his career as a professional philan-
thropist. Now, I understand that the business
of a professional philanthropist is to make
everybody else better, as it was the business
of the National Policy to make everybody
richer. Sir, I wonder if the hon. gentleman
ever heard his late lamented leader give his
opinion of what a professional philanthropist
is ? If he has not, I must gratify his curiosity
on the present occasion. It is known to some
hon. gentlemen in this House that in my green
and salad days, ever s> many years ago, I
was in the habit myself, sometimes, of sitting
at the feet of that estimable Gamaliel, and
I am bound to say that I have been the re-
cipient of not a little useful, and a great
deal of very entertaining, knowledge from
that hon. gentleman. Now, Sir, I recollect ore
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