JOURNALS
THE SENATE

CANADA.,

Tuesday, February 15th, 1870.

Tuesday, the Fifteenth Day of the Month of February, in the Thirty-third Year of
the Reign of Owr Sovereign Lady Vietoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom
of G'reat Britein and [reland, Jueen, Dedender of the Faith, 1)01110 the Third Session of
the Fhist Parliament of the Dominion of Cenadea, as contimued by several Prorogations
to this day.

The Members in attendance in the Seunate Chamber in the City of Ottawa, were :—
The Honoralle Jogenk Edowwrd Canchon, Speaker.

The Honoralle Messiemrs

Aikins, Cormier, Kennyy, Loss,
Allan, Clranyy mv? Lacoste, Ryan,
Archibald, Dever, Leonard, Seymonr,
Benson, : Dickey, Leslie, Shaa,
Bill, Dickson, Letollier de 8. Just, Simpson,
Blake, Dumouchel, Melroo, Skead,
DBotsford, Lerguzon, McDonald, Wark,
Bureau, Foster, MM aster, W lmot
DBurnham, Hazilton (Tnkerman ), Macpierson, Wt&son.
Campbell, Hamilton ( Kingsion ), Mills,

Chapais, 1enen, Mutchell,

7,

His Yxcellency the Right Honorable Fir Joln Young, Bavonet, one of Her Majesty’s
Most Honorable Pri ivy Council, Kni ght Crvand Cross of Her Majesty's Most Honorable
Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of Fler Majesty’s Most Distinguished Order of
{Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor Geneinl of Canada, &e., &e., &, being seated
n the Chair on the Throne.

The Honorable the Spenker commandad the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, to
proceed to the IMouse of Coinm TONS AN acquaing that Honse 1t is ITis Excellency's
pleaswive they attend him immediately in this House.”

‘Who being come with their Bpeaker,

His jﬁxcellenf-y the Governor Coneral wa 5 pleased to open the Bession by a Gracious
Speech to both Houses ;..
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Honorable Gentlemen of the Senaie.
Gentlemen of the House of Commons.

I recur, with confidence, to your advice, and have much satisfaction in being enabled,
on the present occasion, to summon you to the discharge of your public duties at the
period of the year most convenient to yourselves.

The circumstances under which we meet are, 1n many v "ec,re‘w. auspicious. The Bounty
of Providence crowned the Harvest with abundance, and made the Fisheries unusually

_productive ; in many districts, exizting indnsliies have been enlarged, and new enterprises
lave started iuto activity, furnishing Fresh avenues for Commerce, and additional employ-
ment for our people ; \Vhll%t every uay, new sections of the country are being opened
to the libors of the husbandman. The trade and wealth of the Dominion are on the
increase, and the equal administration of the Laws maintains, as herstofore, the enjoyment
of a general sense of security.

I have watched, with munch anxiety, the course of events, in the North West
Teu‘)*(}n es, Unfortunate mis;zpprthpncm'ln of the intentions with which the country

as sowht to be acquired by Canadae, have led to complica'ions of a grave character,
‘W ith a view to their removal, T have thought is desivable to exhaust evexy means of
coneiliation, before adopting other measures ; and the latest advices lead e to expect that
the grouwdless alarms entertained by a pon',ion of the inhabitants, have given place to a
desire to listen to the explanations, which I have caused to be made to then. Efforts
made in the spirit, which has animated my Government thrownghout, can scarcely fail to
accomplish an equitable and peaceful solution of the existing difficulty, and, thereby,
secare the speedy incorporation of the North West Tervitories with Canede, an object so
earnestly desired by the Empire and the Dominion.

As the Act, for the temporary Government of the Teryitories when united with
Cuanadae, will exvire at the close of the present session, a ineasure, providing for their
Government will be submitted for your cunndemrmu

The Charters of most of the Banks of the Dominion were, last Bession, extended for
a hwited period, with the view that during the interval the questions of Danking and
Cwrency should receive the consideration which their importarice demands., A measure
intended to enswre sufety to the copnnan't‘y vwithont interfering with the lef»'ifri]nautel
operaticns of the Lm,zs, will be submitted for your con%*demtmn, ard will, T ‘"1st Le

found caloulated to place these Important iuterests upon a sound and stable basis.

The Laws in force on the subject « f EIQCLLVG Franchise, and the regulation of
Pulinmentary Elections in the several Provinces of the Dominion, vary much in their
operations, and it is important that umiorm provisiou should be mudle, settling the
Franchise, and regulating Elections to the House of Commons. A maasure npon this
subject will be submitted for your consideration.

Undev ghe operation of an Aet of the T ‘r)eri;:l Parliament, passed in the year 1869
to amend the Laws relating to the Coasting Trade and Merchant Blipping in Eritish
Poqse%%mus, a period of two years is given to the Leoml stures of the several Colonies of the
Tmpire to make provision for the 1egma’cmh of their Coasting Trade. In the absence of
legislation on the subject, within the I‘.eno\l na med the provisions of the Lperial Law
will be in force. The extent and value of our internal commesrce vender 1eff‘81{lt1011 on
wd to it will le submitted for your

=

this subjest desirable, and o mensnve with reg

<

sonsideration.

Ths creation of a Courtof Appeal, under the powers conferred upon you by the Union
Act, 1y a matter uesenmg you attention. & measure will be s ubnllbtf)d to you for the
ahbhshme,lt of such a court, and for conferving upon it certatn oviginal jurisdiction.

The Vear 1871 is that in which the next decennial census is fied by law to take place.
As there ave different laws on the subject in the seversl Provinces, it will, therefore, be
necessary o pass a General Act, to establish a uniform and accurate s y‘tmn throughout
the Dominlon. Steps have alve'uly} een taken to secure the co-operation of A evm’v"mdkmd
and Drinee Bidward Tl lend; and, T trust, a census upon one system will be made simul-
tansous 1y in all Her Majesty's British Notit Amm ican Possessions. I need not expatiate
on the importance of the information whicl the tables of the Census are calenlated to afford,
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as, in addition to their interest and value on general grounds, it must be recollected that
upon them depends the readjustment of the Pa,rhameatwry representation.

Centlsmen of the House of Commons.

I have directed that the accounts of the last vear shall be laid before you. The
estimates for the present financial year will also be submitied. They have been framed
with every regard to GCOMOTLY, com‘m.ﬂue with the pﬁcmn«‘y GI the Public Service ; ; and
you will, 1 tmst Le -of opmlnn that the Finances are in a satisfactory state, and thut the

people can, WlthO\l‘G inconvenience, affoid for the servico of Her ”}esim, the supplieg
which it will be the duty of my Govermnent to agk you to vote.

[onorable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons.

The Act respecting the Militia and Defence of the Dominion has not failed to engage
my attention. The high spirit and loy;ﬂby of the p(\cmle ave placed in a eleav light by the
fact that the Aective Militia hav **s.\; wtarily eome forward, largely in excess of the quota

b

required, o we}l as by the zea 10 18 attendance of the varions corps ab the antmal training
in the camps, and by the prom, phness "'lhd whiclt they assembled in foree, at the call of
duty, on more than one occasion, when Fenian marauders threatened the peace of the

country.

T have observed i, with great satisfaction, the efforts which have been made in several
of the Provinces of the Donniaion to £ foter and encoura ge immigration to our shores. The
continued progress of great public works, in many portions of the conutry, wili afford the
opportunity of early employment to intending im‘-‘nin' rants, and ‘ook forward with
confidence to the addition of » Iavge and valnable class of setilers o our popnlation during
the coming season.

During the qvmmer and A

2 the opportunity of Vi

,,.a

erent parts
e

the Dominion. plrr-ccuo(- a, then ice to the 1 vinees ; and ‘xt
Halifox, T had ’me honm of rec Hoys n655 Erinc:n, Arif Su bs-—nuen ly
T attended His Royal Highn on o tour throungh the Provinee of 1 Hverywhere

vigorous inclustyy made themselves
6o Iler Majesty's Government, as the

the Dominion are well COD"—‘ﬂt\ ed with
h nemest their hearts 1y to avail themselves
is :mc'rmw v'hiﬂ]\ they possess, in ordsr to huild up
i hy laws of their own

the great capabﬂlhes of the Clounts;
apparent, and it hecame my bl
result of my observations, tha
their }\0@11:1011 and 1 rogpects,
of the franchises and full powars
as a portion of the British Empi
making.

I now leave you to the lalonrs
eompiete success.

Lrtions of thelr own

of the Session, with sarnest as

[l

srations for your
His Excelleney the Governor Geneval was pleased to vetire, and the Homse of
Commons withdrew.

Pravers. .
7 wled ¢ An Aect,

he Hounorable Mu. Cemy
relating to Railways.”
"‘he Rill was read for the first time.

preserded to ouse, o Bill, i

b

The Honorable the Speaker reported Yis Hxcelleney's Bpeech from the Throne, and
the same was theun read by the Clark,

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Cumpd
it was

Ordered, That the. Iowse take inte congideration, the Speech of IHis Txcelleney
the Governor General to-morrow.

, secondad by the Honorahle Mr. Afitclol,



