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Thc Honourable the Speaker informed the Senate that  he had received a 
comn~unication from the Governor General's Secretary, as  follows:- 

OTTAWA, January 25t.h, 1930. 

SIR,-I have the honour to  inform you tha t  His Excellency the Governor 
General will proceed t o  the Senate Chamber to open the Session of t,he Dominion 
Parliament on Thursday, the 20th February, at, three p.m. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

E. C. MIEVILLE,  
Secretary to the Governor General. 

The Honourable 
The Speaker of the Senate, 

Ottawa. 

Ordered, Tha,t the same do lie on the Table. 

The Senate was adjourned during pleasure. 

After a while, His Excellency the Governor General having come, and being 
seated on the Throne,- 

The Honourable the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod to  proceed to the House od Commons and acquaint that  House that,- 

It is His  Excellency the Governor General's pleasure that  they attend him 
immediately in the Genate Chamber. 

Who being come, with their Speaker, 

His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to open the Session by a 
Gracious Speech to both Houses, as follows:- 

Hmourable Members of thc Senate: 
Members of the House of Commons: 
It affo~ds me much pleasure to  greet you at the comnencemenlt of an~othcr 

session of parliament, and to be able to congratulate you upon the continued 
plrospmity 0 1  lthe country. T h e  year 1929 was the most productive year in the 
hiskory 'of Canada. I n  industries, other than agriculture, em,ployn~ent reached 
the highest point on record; n ~ e v  construction was the  largest known. Mining 
productilon was of unequalled value. Rllnnufacturing production suqmssed d l  
previous records. There v a s  vast increase in the devdoplment of hydro-electric 
power. Thc products of our ficlds and our herds reached higlwr stna:l,zrds of 
excellence an'd qualit!- than a t  any previous time. The Dominion is alreadg- 
reclovering from the seasonal ~ l a c k n ~ ~ s  evident a t  the end of the year, and it is 
not to  be forgotten that  thc hull.: of the 1929 wheat crop still remsins ir, Can2- 
d i m  hands for final dieposition. 

O m  trade with foreign countries ,has shorn-n marked increasr. During the 
,vex7 ndditional 'I'rndc Corn~nissioners' ofiiccs h a ~ e  !seen opened in ~ e v ~ r a l  coun- 
tries. anci ad~ditionai steanlship ecrvices inaugurnted to Australia and South 
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Americ~a. Tenders have been called $or proposeld ehensions of steamship 
services t o  India and British East  Africa. 

Our two railway systems shave carried out extensive construction and 
development plans, and are contemplating further construction and develop- 
ments. The final section of the Hudson Bay Railway has been completed. 
The construction of the M7elland Ship C~anal is now nearing completion. On 
the opening of the  new canal the U p p e ~  Lake grain carriers will be alble to reach 
Lake Ontario and Upper St. Lawrence ports. The work of providing suitable 
terminals is proceeding. 

Legislat~on will be intrbduced respecting the several railway properties 
formerly privately owned and now embraced in the Canadian Nationla1 Railway 
system. 

For some time past my Ministers have been giving special attention to  
those prolblems which for many years have been a source of controversy between 
the provinces of Canada and the Dominion. Among matters of concern have 
been certain economic and financial readjustments deemed by the provinces 
essential to their being plaoad in a position 'of equality one with t h e  othelr. T o  
a greater or lesser exteeill, problems have arisen with respect t o  all the provinces 
of Canada. Thoste of t h e  Maritime provinces were inrestigated by the Rloyal 
Commission on Maritime Claims and have been in large part  solv'ed by the 
effect given to the recornm~e~n~dations olf ahat body. Consideration is a t  present 
being given t'o the  final revision of the financial arrangements ,c~ontm,plated by 
the Cammislsion's repod. 

T h e  provinces of Manitoba, Sas~katchewan and Alberta have nelgotiated 
for many yeans with the Governlment of Canada for the rehurn of their natural 
resources. The provinlce of Britislll Columbia has sought the restoration to the 
province of lands clomprising what is known as trhe railway blelt and Peac~e 
River iblocl;. With the provincles of Manitoba and Alberta and with the plrovincc 
of Bri1ti.h Columbia ~greemc-nts have been reached, nfhich will be s~bmit tecl  
to you for approvsl. An offer similar in charsctetr and t e r n  to  thlat accaepted 
by Alberta has heen made 2.0 Saskatchewan respect to tlle tirnlvslfer to  t l l ~ t  
province of its natural resources. 

The provinces of Ontario and Quebec have been conlcern~ed over the ques- 
tion of water poxers in their relation to navigation. It having b'wome apparen~t, 
througl~ a reference t o  the Supreme Coud ,  tha t  t*l~is question cannot rradily (be 
settled by judicial determination, a slolution has been sought by c.on1ference 
nr11ich i t  is hoped will lead to a satisfact.ory settlement of this highly conhrover- 
sial problem. 

My Minislters have also been making careful inquiry into the  workinips of 
the provisions and administration of the Pensione Act with a view t o  ascertain- 
ing what, in the li@t ~olf past ancl ?resent experiences, m a y  ble necesea,ry to  
encure full effect he~ne: given to  the purpose of P~rliamenlt  in t h a t  enacrtiment. 
-4. a result your atitention will h~ i n ~ i t ~ e d  t o  lceislntion to make more adequate 
provision for the needs of the veterans elf the Great War  and their depenclent~. 

The rcport 'of the R~ovnl Comiinicsion appointerl to inquire inko the cxi~t ing 
situntion with r c ~ p e c t  tlo radio broadcasting in C a n ~ d a  will be prwented for 
your conqidera5on. 

The report of the R o y !  Commission appoiuted to  inquire into thc claccifi- 
cation and remuneration of tcchnicn! anrl professional offiri,?ls of the Civii 
S r r l~ i re  nf  Cnnnda will alq~j lw prcscnted for your con~irlcration. 

Durinr  tllle vear n complete ~wrcranizntion vr3c effected jn the ~xrsnnncl  
of thc Board of Grain Commicsjoncr:. Men of outstanding buciness, agricul- 
Iurn! and  cjentific cancrlence h n v  been appointed to arlminicter t11c C1qnd2 
Grain .4pt. P, nil1 v i l l  hc prcsentcd for. the consolidation of the Cnnnda G r ~ i n  
Act. in arcol-rlanc~ n-ith tlic recnmmendr;tion of the Standing Colmmittcr of the 
H ~ I I I C P  of C,ommo:~s on Arriculturc a t  the last sexion. 
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At the S~ptcmibelr' meeting of the Assembly of the Le~ague of Nati.ons, 
the Optional Clause of the Statute 1o:f th'e Perrnxnent Court, providing for the 
sublmissiion of juskic,ia.bl'e disputes to arbitration, was signed on behalf 081 Canlacia 
and all tihe olther nations of the British C~omrn~onwea~l~t~h. It, will be submitted 
for your approval. 

In .accordance with the re8commdations of the Imperial Conferencle of 
1926, a conference was held in London dluring the past au t 'mn  to consisder and 
report on oertain phases o,f th~e operation of Dolminison legislation and merchant 
shippin'g. T'he repont ,of this conference will b'e submitted. 

I n  th~e l s u m m ~  of lash year, an invitation was extend'ed by His Majesty's 
Government in C'anada to .all His Majesty's other Governments to participate 
in an Imnperial E~conomic Conference in Canada a t  the earliest possible date. 
It was found that th,e cmvenienlce of the maj,ority of the Governmen~ts c,ould 
best b'e met by an arrangement to hold the l q e r i a l  Economic C~on:ferenc~e along 
,~7itll the Imperial C.onference in Lond,o,n in the early autumn of the preslent 
year. This has acoordingly been arranged. 

Canada, in common with the other members of the British C~o!mo.nnvealth 
of Nations, is :participating in the Conference on th'e Limitation of Eaval 
Armzment, which was opened in Lonclon by His Majeshy on Ja.nuary 21& I t  
is confidently h,oped that t~he discussioms so au~pi~ci~ously begun will result in a 
marked lessening .of international riva1rie.s and the growth o'f security and 
good-will. 

The eligilbility of women f.oc app~int~ment to the Senate of Canada hias been 
declared by th,e Judicial Co~irumitt~ee of the P r i w  Cou,ncil, a,nd I have been 
pleas,ed, on the advic~e 'of my Minist.em, to avail myself of tihle earliest oppor- 
tunity to summon a woman Qo the Senate. For tsh!e first time in Oanla.dian 
hiskory, women hlav'e been a1cco;rded an equal right with men to rep~esentation 
in ,both H-msles of Parliament. 

Among o t h e ~  measure to which your attention will Ibe invited are amend- 
ment,~ to the El'ections -4ct, kh~e Rank.ruptcy Act, the Companies Act, and the 
Criminal Co,de. 

Members of the House of Commons: 
The Public Accounrts of the last fiscal year and the Estimates for the com- 

ing year will be submit41ed for your consi,deration. 

Honourable Members of the  Senate: 

Members of the House of Commons: 
In again inviting your careful con,sideration to the important matters which 

will engage your attention, pray that  Divine Provideme may continue to 
guide and ~ b l m  your d~eliberations. 

His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to retire. 

The Commons withdrew. 

A,fter some time the Senate was resumed. 

The Honourable Mr. Dandurand presented to the Senate a Bill intituled: 
"An Act relating to Railways." 

The said Bill was read the first time. 


