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The House was adjonrned during pleasure.
The House was resumed.

His Excellency tho Most Honorable HENRY CHArLES KEtTH PETTY-FITZMAURICE,
Marquis of Lansdowne, in the County of Somerset; Earl of Wycombe, of Chipping-
Wycombe, in the County of Bucks, Viscount Qaln and Calnstone in the County of
Wilts, and Lord Wycombe, Baron of Chipping- Wycombe, in the County of Bucks, in the
Pecrage of Great Britain, Earl of Kerry and Earl of Shelburne, Viscount Clanmaurice
and Fitzmaurice, Baron of Kerry, Liznaw and Dunkerron, in the Peerage of Ireland ;
-Governor General of Canada, and Vice Admiral of the same, &:., &ec., &c., being
geated in the Chair on the Throne.

The Honorable the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod
to proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint that House—* It is His Excel-
lency’s pleasure they attend him immediately in this House.” '

Who, being come with their Speaker,

His Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to open the Session by
-a gracious Speech to both Houses. ‘ '

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

In fulfilment of the important trust committed to me by Her Majesty, I have
recourse for the first time to your advice and assistance. [t is a source of the deepest
personal satisfaction to me that I should have been called by Her Majesty to an office
in which, as Her Representative, I am enabled to take a part in the public atfairs of
the Dominion, and to associate myself with you in the performance of the honorable

duties which you are about to approach.’
‘ I rejoice to leavn that although the last harvest has been less productive than its
predecessors, and although there are indications that the rapid expanmsion of your
.commerce has to some extent been followed by aver-trading, the general condition
of the Dominion is such as to justify me in congratulating you upon its prosperity.

The marked success attained by Canada at the International Fishery Exhibition
in London, must be very gratifying 1o you, and has, I doubt not, been of great =ervice
in showing to the world the wealth of our fisheries and the extent of our marine
industries and resources. ) "

The Commissioners appointed by my predecessor for the purposes of consolidat-
ing the Statutes affecting the Dominion, have pursued their task with diligence, and
I am enabled to lay before you for examination about ixty chapters of the proposed
consolidation. The remainder of the work will be prepared, and the whole of it
revised during the present year, so that the final report will be ready at your next
Session for your approval. :

The number of immigrants to Canada during the past season has, I am glad to
say, been greater than in any previous year, and is a proof that the better Canada is
known the more it is valued by those seeking a‘home in the new world.

Arrangements are in progress to diminish the cost of inland transport, and I
have reason to believe that the result will be a steady increase of valuabie settlers,
in the future. ' ‘ ,

Durirg the recess, negotiations were resumed with British Columbia in regard
to several matters npon which differences had for some time existed between the two
G(_)vernm-em.s. One of my Ministers visited that Province last summer oa a special
mission, with a view to the adjustment of all questions in controversy, and his cfforts
have happily been succesful. ~Should your sanction be given to the arrangoments
then made, all occasions of dispute will have been removed, and the most cordial
relations established between the Dominion and Provincial Governments. The
papers will be laid before you and your considerationinvited to measures enabling me
Yo give effect to the agreement. ' ' :
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The rapid increase of population in the North-West, renders some amendments
in the North-West Terrifories Act expedient, and your attention will be called te
this important matter.

The progress of the Indians in Manitoba and the North-West during last year
has been, on the whole, satisfactory. The Bands included in the several Indian
Treaties have for the most part betaken themselves to their Reserves. A Bill for the
further ]l)romotion of their interests will be submitted to you as well as a measure
applicable to the whole Dominion, for the purpose of encouraging the more advanced
Indian communities.to assume the responsibilities of self-government. .

" The Bill laid before you last Session for the representation of the people i
Parliament and the assimilation of the electoral franchises existing im the several
Provinces has now been before the Country for a year, The measure will be re-intro.
duced and I commend it to your attention.

I would also urge upon you the expediency of providing for the regulation of
factory labour and the protection of the workingman and his family. The measure
submitted last Session, with some amendm~nts, will be laid before you. :

The rapid progress of the Canadian P..cific Railway has been maintained through-
out the past year. Of the two thousand vight hundred and thirty-three miles of the
main ling between Pembroke and Port Moody, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-
eight miles are now constructed, rendering practicable the completion of that great
work within the next two years. Although the time within which the Railway
Company is bound to finieh the road will not expire until 1891, my Government hag
thought it of the greatest importance for the settlement of the North-West and the
development of our trade that its completion from sea to sea should be -hastened and
the Company enabled to open the line throughout by the spring of 1886. With this
view, and in order to aid the Company in procuring sufficient capital for the purpose,
by the disposal of its nnsold shares, the Government agreed to receive a deposit of
money and securities sufficient to pay a minimum three per cent. dividend for ten
years on sixty-five millions of the stock. That arrangement was made on the belief
that it would give steadiness and increased value to the shares on the market. A
combination of unfavorable circumstances has prevented the fulfilment of these ex.
pectations, and the Company has not becn able to obtain the required capital by a
sale of its stock. The best means of preventing any delay in the great object of the
early completion of the railway, demands your earnest consideration.

I am pleased to be able to state that the operation of that portion of the railway
already opened affords the most gratifying evidence of its soundness as a commercial
enterprise and of its great value to Canada.

he large increase of the volume of traffic on the Intercolonial Railway over
that ot any previous year, without involviug any burden upon the country, is a satis-
factory proof of the continued development of trade between the eastern and western
portions of the Dominion,

A provisional arrangement made with the Government of Nova Scotia for the
retention of the Pictou Branch and the acquisition of the Eastern Extension Railway
to the Strait of Canso will be submitted for your approval.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;

The accounts for the past year will be laid. before you. You will find that the
expenditure has been considerably less and the receipts larger than the estimates,
the surplus exceeding that of any previous year, The revenues of the first half of
the current year, notwithstanding the large importations of last season, have been
such that we may reasonably expect that the: estimates for the year will be fairly
maintained, ‘ o

The estimates for the ensuing year will also be submitted to yon. They will, I
trust, be found to have been prepared with due regard to economy.
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Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Glentlemen of the House of Commons :

I feel assured that you will devote yourselves with earnesiness and assiduity to-
the copsideration of the subjects I have mentioned, and to all matters affecting the
public interests that may be brought before you. .

. © "His Bxcellency the Governor General was pleased toretire, and the House of
Commons withdrew. :

The Honorable Sir Alexander Campbell presented to the House, a Bill intituled:
~ # An Act relating to Railways,”
The said Bill was read for the first time.

The Honorable the Speaker reported His Excellency’s Speech from the Throne-
and the same was then read by the Clerk.

On motion of the Honorable Sir Alexander Campbell, seconded by the Honorable
Mr. Macpherson, it was

Ordered, That the House do take into consideration the Speech of His Excel-
‘ency the Governor General on Monday next.

On motion of the Honorable Sir Alexander Campbell, seconded by the Honorable
Mr. Macpherson, it was

Ordered, That all the Members present during this Session be appointed a Com-
mittee to consider the Orders and Customs of this House and Privileges of Parlia-
ment, and that the said Committee have leave to meet in this House, when snd as
often as they please.

The Honorable Sir Alexander Campbell, Minister of Justice, informed the House
that he had a Message from His Excellency the Governor General under his sign-
Manual, which His Excellency had commanded him to deliver to this House.

The same was then read by the Clerk, and it is as follows:—

Lansdowne,

The Governor General transmits to the Senate an agreement made at Victoria
on the 20th day of August, 1883, relative to various points remaining unsettled
between the Government of the Dominion and that of the Province, together with
the contract for the construction of a Railway on the Island of Vancouver and accom-

nying papers, and recommends the same to the favourable consideration of your
onorable House. ‘

GovERNMENT Housk,
Orrawa, 17th January, 1884,

RERORT of the Minister of Justice with reference to the arrangement made for the
gettlement of matters in difference between the ;Government of Canada and the
Government of British Columbia. '

Vancovver IsLanp, Rainway, Esqumarr GraviNe Dock, RarLway Lanbs,.
JupIciAL DisTrICTS. -

CerrrriED Cory of a Report of a Committee of the Honourable the Pri§y Councily
approved by His Excellency the Govérnor General in Council, on the 27th
September, 1883.

The Committee of the Privy Council have had under consideration a Report
herewith, dated 25th September, 1883, from Sir Alexander Campbell, who was.



