10 2nd January. A. 1896

The Senate was adjourned during pleasure.
After some time the Senate was resumed.

His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir John Campbell Hamilton-Gordon, Earl
of Aberdeen ; Viscount Formartine, Baron Haddo, Methlic, Tarves and Kellie, in the
Peerage of Scotland ; Viscount Gordon of Aberdeen, County of Aberdeen, in the Peerage
of the United Kingdom ; Baronet of Nova Scotia; Knight Grand Cross of Our Most
Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George, d&c., &c., Governor General of
(Canada, being seated on the Throne,

The Honourable the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod
to proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint that House,—¢ It is His Excellency’s
pleasure they attend him immediately in this House.”

Who being come with their Speaker,

His Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to open the Session by a
gracious Speech to both Houses.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

In accordance with the announcement made during the last Session, Parliament
has been summoned somewhat in advance of the usual period.

The bountiful harvest with which Canada has been blessed is a cause for the deepest
thankfulness to the Giver of all good.

I congratulate you upon the evidence of increased activity in the various branches
of commerce and industry.

Several such indications have come under my personal observation during a tour
made recently in the North-west Territories and British Columbia. 1n particular, I
noticed the extension of mining enterprise in British Columbia, where the vast mineral
resources are in certain localities being now developed and utilized upon something like
an adequate scale.

A special feature of the same tour consisted in the opportunities obtained for visiting
a number of the Indian Reservations and also the Indian Industrial Schools.  On the
former I was received with hearty demonstrations of loyalty and good-will, while in
connection with the latter the proofs of proficiency and intelligence on the part of the
children were highly encouraging.

As to the work of the Indian Department as a whole, the manner in which it is
directed and administered appears to be very satisfactory.

A reference to these topics would be incomplete without an allusion to the valuable
services of the North-west Mounted Police, which may justly be regarded by Canadians
generally as indispensable, under present conditions, to the well-being of those extensive
and promising portions of the Dominion in which they are stationed.

Immediately atter the prorogaticn of Parliament my Government communicated
through the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba with the Government of that province,
in order to ascertain upon what lines the local authorities of Manitoba would be prepared
to promote amencdments to the Acts respecting education in schools in that province,
and whether any arrangement was possible with the Manitoba Government which
would render action by vhe Federal Parliament in this connection unnecessary. I regret
to say that the advisers of the Lieutenant-Governor have declined to entertain favour-
ably these suggestions, thereby rendering it necessary for my Government in pursuance
of 1its declared policy to introduce legislation in regard to this subject. The papers will
be laid before you.

I am happy to inform you that the representations of my Government and the
suggestions of the Ottawa Conference respecting steamship communication have
resulted in an announcement by the Irperial authorities of their willingness to grant a
substantial subvention towards the Atlantic portion of the scheme. This will, I trust,



59 Victoria. ond January. 11

ensure the successful establishment of a line of steamers between the United Kingdom
and Canada, which, in point of speed and equipment, shall fully meet all requirements.

My Government have also learned with satisfaction that it is the intention of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies to appoint a Committee to consider a proposed
Pacific Cable to connect Canada with Australasia. You will I am sure, share the
gratitication with which my advisers welcome these announcements as affording further
evidence of the desire of Her Majesty’s Government to draw closer to each other and to
the motherland the outlying portions of the Queen’s Dominions. The papers on these
subjects will also be submitted to you.

Your attention will be asked to measures intended to provide for the better arming
of our militia and the strengthening of Canadian defences.

The growth of population in the North-west Territories as disclosed by the last
enumeration calls for additional representation in Parliament. A Bill for this purpose
will be laid before you.

I am happy to be able to inform you that the Commissioners appointed by Great
Britain and the United States for the purpose of delimiting the boundary between
Alaska and Canada have concluded their labours and have signed a joint report for pre-
sentation to their respective Governments. This report will be laid before Parliament
in due time. ’

At the request of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies a
delegate of my Government visited England last summer to confer with the Imperial
authorities upon the question of Copyright. His report will be laid before you, and I
doubt not that this subject will again receive your earnest attention.

You will also be asked to consider measures for the extension and development of
our trade in agricultural products with the United Kingdom, and other markets.

Gentlemen of the House of Cominons :

The accounts of the past and the estimates for the ensuing year will be laid before
you. The latter have been framed with every regard for economy consistent with the
requirements of the public service.

You will be pleased to learn that the revenues of the country show a gradual and
continuous increase, and that the promised equilibrium between income and expenditure
on Consolidated Fund account for the current year bids fair to be realized.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate .

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I commend these subjects and others whichh may come before you to your earnest
consideration, relying upon your wisdom and prudence under the Divine guidance to dis-
charge with dignity and effect the high trust committed to your care.

His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to retire, and the House of
Commons withdrew.

The Honourable Sir Mackenzie Bowell, President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada, presented to the Senate a Bill intituled: “An Act relating to Railways.”
The said Bill was read a first time.

The Honourable the Speaker reported His Excellency’s Speech from the Throne,
and the same was then read by the Clerk.

On motion of the Honourable Sir Mackenzie Bowell, seconded by the Honourable
Mr. Masson, it was

Ordered, That the Senate do take into consideration the Speech of His Excellency
the Governor General, on Wednesday next, at three o’clock in the afternoon.



